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WHEREIN 


GOLD «= SILVER 


: Is Proved to be he We 
Kings Majcltics 
ROYAL COMMODITY 


WHICH 


By the Lawes of the Kingdom, no Perſon of what — loever, 
but INGS MAJESTIE, and his Privy C , Can give 
+ Liceaceyo Tranſport either Gold or Silyer to any Perſon, afei « 
is Landed in any part of the Kingdome of England, Thar this Great 
and Sacred Truſt cannot be changed into the Hands'of any Perſon, 
Perſons, or Corporations whatſoever, withour changing or diminiſh» 
ing the Sacred Power of his Majeſtic, it being againſt his Crown 
and Dignity. 
Huy Preſented to his Moſt Sacred MAJESTIE, and his Moſt Honourable 
Privy Councel, inoppoſition to ſome Merchants, who are Endeavouri 
upon feigned Pretences, to diſpoſſeſſe his Majeſtie of this Royal Truſt," 
to have it Confirmed by AR of Parliament, to Tranſport at the Merchants 
pleaſure, Forreign Bullion and Coine freely, aſter it is Imported into the 
Kingdom. and make it a Free Merchandize for their private profit, to the 
Damage of the whole Kingdom in general. | 


3 By THO. VIOLET of London, Goldſmith. 


—— 


\ 


 _MATTH. 22. 21. Render therefore unto Ceſar the things which are Ceſars, Cc. 
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TO THE 


KING I 
| moſt Excellene Majeſtic: 


© And ts the 


LORDS of his Mats srizs moſt Honourable 
. PRIVY COUNCEL. 


The Humble Petition of TH0, VIOLET of Londen, Goldſmith. 


a Dread Soveraign! 
; | Your Majeſties moſt Rumble, Loyal and Dutiful Subje#, 
; (wn wpon my Knees preſent this inſuing Narrative to 
Ts Your Sacred Majeſty and to Your moft bonourable and price 
#y dent (ouncell. 1 had not preſumed to have medled, 
with this cauſe and Argument, but that I ſee with 
what eagerneſſe ſome Merchants of London thought to ſteal one of 
the prime Flowers of your Majefties Crown, (from your Sacred Ma- 
1eſty and Your moſt honourable Privy Councell) before the Rifong of 
this bleſſed Parliament. True it #s, Gold and Silver all over the 
World us a currant Merchandize,it anſwereth all things, and command- 
eth all things under the Sun. 

But ſo, that in aff Kingdoms , Gold an Silver @ a Kingyy 
Merchan lize, and only at the Kings Diſpoſe and Will, and net at 
; the diſpoſe of the Merchants , to be tranſported at their plegs — 
ſure. May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, by Twenty Afts of Parliament, 
the Lawes of this Kingdom of England inall Ages, bath inveſted it 
p F Az in 
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in the moſt Sacred ewapyt eve Kiw of England, and their Privy 
Councel, and wone other (whomſoever , either Lords, Biſhops, or Com- 
moans), 

F Reefors upon peruſall of this Narrative, Your Majeſty will 
find to have been done, upon moſt wiſe, juſt, and great confideration , 
— both for the anowr, Strength, and Defence of the Kings Sacred 
Perſon, His Crown, and Dignity,and Safetie of the people. . 

—- The Money, "Bullion, Gold and Silver of this Kingdomin all 4» 
ges, (till theſe perillous head-ſtrong Fanatick daies) bath been counted 
the chief Strength of the Kingdom, the very Soul of the Militia, and 
the Sinews of Warre and Peace ) in Your Majefties moſt Sacred 
. Hands, and in Your Privy Councels , the Law of this Kingdom 
hath inveſted it, (and in none other of Jour Majeſties Subjeft:of What 
condition ſoever, )and there let it ſafely remain to the end of this 


Your Majeſties moſt humble Subje# , up bis bended Knees, prayes 
Your Majeſty to keep this Sacred Truit intire in Your Hand, and not to 


may have a power to fly in the Face of Your Sacred Majeſty, as ſome 
of them did to Your Majeſties Royall Father of bleſed memory, which 
God defend ; Foreewarn'd, Fore-arm'd : Thunbly think F deſer- 
ved-not to live, ſhould I mt ſay this. 

"* The Gold and Silver.of +the "Nation, | ether Forreign Coyne, or 
Ingot, or the currant Coin of the Kingdom, is the ſoul of the Militia , 
and fo all wiſe men know it,, that thoſe-that command the Gold and Sil- 
ver of the Kingdom, wither Coin pr. Bullion; to have it free at their diſ- 

Poſal 
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Poſall to be Judges of the couvewency and inconveniency, ar to binder, 
give lLavele trauſpert Gold and Silver at their pleaſure, i the gn 
Woeell of the State, a moſt Royal Prerogative inherent ws law My- 
jefty, Your Heirs and S ucceſars (and none other whomſoever, but fy 
Your Majeſties Licence, and c 
by Your Majeſties moſt eſpecial Grant ;) your Majefty, and your Pris 
vy Councell being by the Law the only proper 7 udges, to have liberty 
to ſend to your Friends the Gold and Silver of the Kingdom. 

Upon ſuch juſt Reaſans of State, as your Majeſty, and Privy 
Councell ſhall judg fit for the due relief of your Friends, and Allies, 
to offend your Enemy, and defend your Imperial Crown, and Dignity , 
and ſtrengthen your Friends, 

As Queen ELIZABETH ſeveral times aſfiſled HENRY the 
Great King of France, your Majeſties Royal Grandfather, and the 
States of Holland, With vaſt ſums of Gold and Silrver. 

The like Royall prerogative is in the (frown, upon Petition of the 
Merchants, ſetting forth their juſt Reaſons, and at your pleaſure your 
Majeſty to give them leave to ſend Forreign Gold and Silver either to 
the Indies, or any part of (hriſtendom ; but ſo as your Majeſty, 
as all your Royall Predeceſſors, and your Privy (ouncell being in 
Commiſſion by your Majefty for that ſervice, are the only proper Judg- 
es of this buſineſſe, and have the Lock and Key to diſpence with the 
penall Statutes, to give leave to ſend ſo much Gold and Sil-ver of Fors 
reign Bullion, or the Coin of the Kingdom, as your Majeſty ſhall pleaſe 
in your wiſdens for togrant, and ts what Prince,or Country, but not at 
the will of any other Perſon whomſoever. 

Your Petitigner humbly prayes upon my Knees, for your Majeſties 
honor far your Majeities ſafety, for the ſafety and greatneſs of all your 
Lords and Gentry, for the ſafety of all your People, that your Majefty 
keep this Reyall Truſt intire,and the June always in your Majeſty,and 

P"Y es 
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annot be parted with to any Perſons bat — 
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your moſt honourable Privy Councels hands, as the Appell of youg Eye. 
Gold and Silver is a Merchandize all over the World, true,but in Kings 
doms it is a Kingly Merchandize, and not tobe tranſported without the 
Kings leave. What I hear ſay, I upon my Knees ſubmit to your 
> Sacred Majeſties confiderati%, 


Novemb, 2.8. 16&o. (and ſhall pray,exc.) 
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To the Right Honourable, the Lord High 
Chancellour of England, the Lord Steward 
of his MatesT1:s Houſhold, the Lord High 
Treaſurer of England, the Lord Roberts, all 
of his MaiestiEss moſt Honourable Privie 


Councell, Theſe humbly preſent. 


May it pleaſe your Loraſnips, 
= (92 253 Humbly preſume for to Acquaint your Lordſhips, 
Q e : C that Iunderſtand ſome Merchants of Londox,arc en- 
| 2 -. deavouring to obtain an AQ of Parliament, to 
2: 9. make Gold and _ I to tranſ- 
WA > port freely at their will and pleaſure, as it is at this 
SJ 5 oy i at Amſterdam, and ſeveral oth:r Common- 
RY SBY— CA wealths in Chrifendome, ( | 
My Lords, 1am none of the Councel or Comtaigee for Trade, and {ts do noc 
ſoit may be preſumption in me to intermeddle, to ſay iny thing in this Locdſhips, I 
bufineſlez but my Lords, a Stander by may ſee more inthe Game then hare ir ar 
the Gameſters: I am no Lawyer, yet I humblie ſay, I knowthis point \2'8o hw 
concerning the giving libertic to Merchants to tranſport money, and bur 1 hope X 
' whatthedamage may beto his Majeſtic, to his Lords of the Councel, ball not Need 
| andtothe Kingdom in gencral, as well as many others that are in,;,Lipoone 
| Commilſion forthe Regulating of Trade. to ſopir, 
' My Lords, 1 have bin writing on this Argument above this moneth, 
and foall beready to preſent to his Majeſtic, and his Privie Councel 
(within this weck.) a Paper that ſhall unfold the many milſchicfs and 
dangers the Merchants would expoſethe King and the Kingdom into, 
had they this Power intheir hands » the Merchants ſhould they ovtain 
this their deſire, and remove this Truſt out of his Majeſtieand his Privy 
Councels Hands, ro be the only Tudges, to give leave to Merchants to 
tranſport Gold and Silver, would rob the King of one of his greateſt 
Prerogatives, and Flowers of the Crown, which by rwenty Acts of 
Parliament and Proclamations, is only inveſted in the Kings Majeſtie, 
and his Privy Conncelz the granting the Merchants this _—_ will 
ring 
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bring an hundred inconveniences and miſchiefs to the King, Nobility, 

ix (nbray as T have at to ſhew ou L ordted ents Privy 
Gouncel , and if Idonot fativfie his Majeſtic, your Lordfhips, and all 
his Privie Councel, of this that I fgy to be true, neyer let me have 
aye” a 10n, that I am either an honeſt man, or one 
that loves the Kings Safctic, Honour, and Greatneſſe, and the Honour 
of his Privy Councel. 

Pind therefote my moſt Humble Suit is to your Lordſhip, (my Lord 
Chancellour) that if this bufineſſe be called on at the Conncel of 
Trade, and your Lordſhipbe — there this day, as I hear you 1n- 
rend to be purpoſely about this bufineſle, that your Lordſhip would be 
pleaſed, cither co pur off this buſineſſe tor to have it argued before the 
Kings Majeſtic, or his Privie Councel at hitehall ſometime next week, 
it! che mean time [ ſhall he ready ro ſhew toyour Lordſſip and the Pri? 
yy Councel, thatit concerns his Majeſtic next tothe 24litia, to conti- 
nue and keep this great Truſt inhis Majeſties Sacred hands, and inthe 
Power of his Privie Councel, and no other perſon by the Law, can 
or ought to have the Priviledge, to give leaye to tranſport Gold and 
Silver at their pleaſure, this being the ſoul of the 11i3ia, they thar 
hevethe money and the Peoples purſes, have virtually the Command 
in all Common-wealths of the Government, let who will have the 
Title, the Bankers have the power ; and this priviledge is no where 
— but in Commonwealths, God defend England from the very 


a Commonwealth, forthe Tragedics which were latcly aQed | 


by ſome Merchants in Exg/aed. 
When wehad no King ia this our 1/-4e/, they have robbed the King- 


dome of all the Gold, aud fonow would work iniquity by a Law ; but 


5 I IE” 


by Gods Affiſtance, I will difſe& them, and lay the danger opento his | 


Majcſtic, your Lozdſhip, and the Kings moſt Honourable Privic Coun- 
cel, and ſtand or fall by your rightcous Judgement, humbly praying 
for his Majeſties Safcty,” Honour and Service, that no furtger proceed- 


ing in this great buſineffe be argued, bur before his Majeſtic, and his | 


moſt prudent Privie Councel, within lefle then a week ] ſhall he ready | 


with my Reaſons for what I ſay, ro ſhew your Lardfhip, that fo all the 


Lovers of the King might be ſatisfied of the Damage and Danger of | 


"removing this great Truſt, out of his Majeftics and his Privy Councels 
Hands, So humbly reft 
Novemb.27.2660, © . Your Lordſhips Humble Scrvanr 
THO. VIOLET. 
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For the Right Emourable the LORD CHANCELLOUR. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip to give Order , That no further proceedings in 
this buſineſs be,but before, HisM ajeſty and bis PrivyCouncid aWhite-hall, 
and if His Majeſty and Privy Council give judgement againſt what I ſay to 
be tree, Iwill loſe my life, when they hear this buſintſs examined. 


- 


Hereas the Merchants of Londen are endeavouring to getan 
AR of Parliament,to have liberty co export Gold and Sil- 
ver freely without the Kings Majeſties and his moſt Honou. 
rable Privy Councils leave, I humbly propoaund, for His Majeſtics (ers 
viceand the ſafety,and honour of his Majeſty, that theſe humble Propo- 
ſals might be confidered of before any further proceedings on that b»:fi» 
neſs be made, That his Majeſty and his honourable Privy Council be 
pleaſed to keep intire in their own hands the Licencing of all Gold and 
Silver after it is imported into this Kingdom, to be exported or Coined, 
as they ſhall ſee juſt cauſe, forthe ſafety of rhe Nation, and ſafety and 
honour of his Majeſty and the Lords of his Council, and the ſafety and 
benefic of all his Majeſtics Subjeas of what condition ſoever 5 and be. 
ing ſctled inthe Crown ſo many hundred years by ARs of Parliament, 
as I ſhall prove it, this great and Sacred truſt be no way altered, eſpeci- 
ally at this JunRure of time, this Kingdom being robbed of almoſt all 
its Gold and a great pait of the Silyer Coin, for the private profit of 
particular perſons, to the weakning of the Nation and the deſtruQtion 
of Trade;his Royal truſt being one of the prime flowers of the Crown, 
and the very ſoul of the Militia, and it a right inherent onely inthe 
King and his Privy Council, and there onely depoſited for maty hun- 
dreds of Years;whereby the King(only)by the. Law can give leave and 
licenceto tranſport Gold and Silver afrer it is imported into the King- 
dom ; andthatif you ever ſuffer this Roial cruſt ro be managed by the 
Merchant, and ſuffer all perſons by At'of Pailiament to be free to 
tranſport Gold or Silver, citherir: Coin or Bullion, after it is infported 
and landed in England. 
Youtake away one of the principal Prerogatives and flowers of the 
Crown, deſtroying his Majclties Mint inthe Tower of London, and 
' lay 


[9] | 
lay a ſad foundation to give ſome faQious Merchants of this Kingdom 
2 ground to make new diſturbances, and leave.the Nation weak and na- 
ked of all Gold and Silver. 

Thegranting the Merchants this power they deſire, will bring a thou- 
ſand miſchicfs both on the King and Kingdom, which God defend. Tn 
all ages, till theſe Phanatick daies, the Gold and Silver after it was 
landed in the Kingdom, was held the Blood and Sinews of War and 
Peace,the Militia and ſtrength of the Kingdoro, 

' T ſhall humbly preſent unto you theſe following Reaſons for keeping 
thispower intire in yourMajeſty andPrivyCouncil,and theKing, Lords, 
and Commons cannot be ſafe to ſuffer any other perſon , upon any pre. 
rence whatſoever of the Crafty Merchant, ro havethe diſpoſals at their 
will, and for their private lucre to have the power by Ad of Parlia- 
ment, to tranſport Gold or Silvereither to the 7ndjes, or other forraign 
Countries, or to any part of Chriſtendom. 

Without yourMajeſtics licence and order to take an exaRt account of 
what quantity of Gold or Silyer is tragſported, ro what Country, the 
Ship, with the Ships maſters name, either to the Indies, or any forraign 
Princes Country in Chriſtendom, or to any State, or Commonwealth , 
that ſo upon reaſons of State, they may either inlarg his Licences tro the 
Merchant , or ſtraighten them according as the King and his Privy 
Council in their great wiſdom ſhall think fit. 

z Your Majeſty and Privy Council ever having regard that the King- 
dome have alwayes ſuch plenty of Gold and Silver as-may be for the 
honour of the King,and ſafety of the people, and to maintain Trade and 
Comerceinthe Kingdom, to pay Rents, Cuftoms, Exciſe,and Subfidies, 
to bea ſtrength and an honour to the Kingdom, and the King and his 
Privy Council to take the care to hinder Gold and Silver to 'be tranſ- 
ported to the Kings enemies. 

;  Andofallandevery part of theſe Heads andBranches,and real Prero- 

' patives; in allAges the King , and none but the King, and his Priy 

; Council,by Ads of Parliament, arethe onely proper Tudges at their 

| will, diſcretion and pleaſure, for the ſafety of the Kingdom , and 

' noother perſon whatſoever, | 

; UpontheſeveralReaſons of the Merchants to hisMajeſty and his pri- 
vy Council, :and upontheir petition and requeſt,the King can diſpence 
with the penalty of the Law, and give the Merehant licence to tranl- 

rt onely ſuch quantities of Gold or Silver, cither forraign Coin or 


ngots, or the curratit Coin of the Kingdom,cither in Gold or Silver, w 
| the 
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the King and his privy Council ſhall think fic, for to carry on the Mer- 
chants trade in Chriſtendom, and out of Cluiſtendom, to ſtrengthen his 
Majeſtiesfriends,and offend his foeszand this is an undoubted right of his 
Majeſties Crown, and cannot be diſpenced with, or depoſited into the 
Merchants hands, or any other SubjeRts , cither Lords ſpiritual or tem- 
poral, but tothe diſhonour of his Majeſty and all the good people of 
the Kingdom , 1 do humbly prove it true for theſe Reaſons follow- 


If any perſon,of what degree ſoever,tranſport Gold or Silyer without 
the Kings licence, the Laws and Statutes heretofore hath made it Felo- 
ny , both for Biſhops, Noblemen, or Cemmons, as I ſhall ſhew by the 
$t atutes hereafter tollowing , afterwards a premunire, and at this day 
forfeiture and im priſonment during the Kings pleaſure, vis. 9 Edward 
3. 2 Henry 4,cap.4, 2Henry 6, cap.6. 18.Edw, 4, 1HemysS. 5 ands 
of Edw. 6, * ; 

When the Kings Majeſty hath War with any Prince, by the Law 
the King may prohibit the Merchant to export Corn, Armes, - Ammus- 
nition to them, or any other Commodities: the Law provides the pro- 
hibiring the exportations of Wool, Fullers earth, and Timber, as be- 
ing deſtruRive to the Nation, 

Gold and Silver by the Law is free for any man to import, at what 
place he pleaſe toland it, without paying any Duty or Cuſtome, the 
reaſon whereof is, that the Merchant is obliged to Coin it, and upon the 
Coinage the King hath his dury paid,but once being landed,it cannor be 
tranſported but with leave from his Majeſty, or the forteiture being tas 
ken, and the party claiming the Gold and Silver ſo taken on ſhipboard, 
to be committed to priſon without Bail, till the King or his privy Coun- 
cil pleaſe to diſcharge him : This is the Law, this the Cuſtome,before 
theſe mad Phanatick daies that we had no King in 1ſael, 

And this in all Ages was the praQtice both in your Exchequer and the 
Star chamber,for otherwiſe theMerchanr, for his private profit would 
ſend all the Gold and Silver out of the Nation,and make the Kings pro- 
clamation wait upon the Merchants Exchange, as at this day ic is with 
the Gold +: The Merchants and ſome Goldſmiths have raiſed Gold a- 
bove the Kings proclamation : may it pleaſe your Majeſty, we want a 
Star chamber to puniſh them. I humbly leave it to conſideration, no 
Gold to be had under one ſhillirg (1x pence in twenty ſhillings, more 
then ſilver z I humbly pray an AQ might pals this preſent Parliament 
againſt this abuſe of the GoldCoin, and ſeveral other abuſes and cheats 

B 2 + pur 
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ut on the Nobility and Gentry by the adulterating and andue maki 
Gold ine 3dr ye in Don) 46% Sunragr — are daily cozcne 
by courſe ſlight adulterate Gold and Silyer,and by putting a flight body 
of Silver on agreat threed of filk,to the damage of this Nation, above 
fifty thouſand pound a year, as I will prove it to your Majeſty 
and your Privy Council; and this is done for want of a. Regulation 
of the Work- maſters and Work men inZendos that make Gold and Silver 
Lace, without an E&ay, or Fineneſle, or proportion of Silver to Silk. 

I humbly defire your Lordſhips ro confider what a lofs the King will 
have inhis Cuſtomes, to ſuffer Gold and Silver to be exported at the 
_ pleaſure ofthe Merchant, and payno Cuſtome; here will be, for the 

profit of particular Aferchants, a Trade driven both inwards and out- 
wards, and the King have neither Exciſe nor Cuſtome , for all the 
World knows, Gold and filver payes no duty inwards, it 1s free to be 
- imported at the pleaſure of the Merchant, when and/how, and where 
he pleaſe, for the reaſons aboveſaid : 

And if you give the Merchant leave to tranſport the Gold and Silver 
freely he imports, what is the King the better by this Trade of the Mer- 
chants, cither inwards or outwards ? let this be granted to the Mer- 
chants,to ſend out Silver and Gold freely, for their private profit,and in a 
few years they will leave neither Gold nor Silver in the Nation. 

May it pleaſe your Majeſty, It is profit that is ſome Merchanrs guide, 
not honour, nor the ſafety of the Nation, and this is moſt apparent by 
ſome mens actions and demands, touching this great bufineſſe;, The 
King will loſe in pointof His Exciſe, and Cuſtoms, for if the Merchant 
inveſt his Silver and Gold in Merchandies, the King hath thereby His 
Exciſe and Cuftoms : the King will loſe in point of His Mintage, if no 
money be coyned,no profit by coynage:this hath made the Mint, a great 
part of their Work- houſes fall down: It is for the Kings honour to have 

= Kingdoms full of Gold and Silver, for His, and the SubjeRs de. 
cNCE, 

And if this Fanatick projeR ſhould take, the King loſes one of the 
principal prerogatives of His Crown, and Dignity; for thoſe that have 
RG ETEr of the peoples purſes, have the principal part of the A4i- 

4. 

This is a Common-wealth trick, but tends to the undoing of a King, 
in all Countries where the Merchants can fer up a banck, and tranſport 
money freely, as at Amſterdam, have not thefe men the command of the 


Ailitis, they are the peoplesPrinces, and virtually theBanckers have the 
. power 
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power, riches, and ſtrength of the Common. wealth, let who will have 
the Title, the Prince of 0range, and the Duke of FYenice, &c. but the 
Banker, and the hogan mogan Merchants have the power. 

The realon is clear, they have got the people by the money,and leave 
them nothing but ſome Stivers, and baſe money ro buy viQuals, and 
indeed the people have nothing but a paper credit, in a Kingdome the 
Merchants will nevcrpur up a banck, leaſt the King ſhould {cize on ir 
all, chey will not allow a King to do that they praQice. 

And I humbly ſay, it is not forthe ſafety of the King, nor Lords, to 
letthe Merchants have liberty to tranſport Silver or Gold at their plea- 
ſure,to forreign Bancks, and Common-wealths, leaſt the Merchants in a 
year ortwo put the ſame trick on the King, and Kingdom, forall their 
current Silyer,as at this day they have done for all the Gold of the Na- 
tion, Let thegreatneſſe of the Merchantbeas a Hand-maid to the 
Kings greatneſſe, and ever ſubordinate to the King. 

Or clſe a confederation of twenty Merchants and Goldſmiths, ſhall 

* makethe Engliſh ſhilling, in ſpite of the Kings Proclamation,and againſt 

! His Crown, and Dignity, and in deſpite of an Ac of Parliament, to go 

| Ffor13.,d. every Engliſh ſhilling,twenty ſhillings, for twenty one ſhil- 

lings cight pence, let but che Merchants make Silver a Merchandize, 

as the Goldſmiths and Merchaars have already done Gold, 

| I beſeech your Majeſty to obſerv yourRoyal Father of bleſſed memory, 

| never did by His Proclamation, or at his Mint in the Tower, raiſe the 

| Gold coined atabovetwenty ſhillings a peece in payment. Doth not the 

) Statute5.and 6, of Faw. the ſixth,make it forfeiture of the value,for any X 

perſon whomſoever, to utter, or put off Gold or Silver money atabove 
the Kings Proclamation, and impriſonment during the Kings pleaſure? 

Do not above ten P roclamations fay the ſame ? this is the known Law. 

Yetat this day, by the confederation of ſome Merchants and Gold- - 

ſmiths, in ſpite of this Law and P roclamations, forthe Merchants and 

Goldſmiths private profit, the current Gold is not by any perſon to be 

| had.a twenty ſhilling peece under 21.$.4.d, 21,5. 6.d. 21,$.8.d. 


Your Majeſty ſhall receive a hundred thouſand pounds in Silver, and 
not have a twenty ſhilling peece in Gold in a paymentin the Exchequer. 
Wharis the reaſon the Merchants and Goldſmiths have made it a Mer» 
chandize?chey have againft your Majeſties Lawes, to your weakning , 
and diſhonour, and againſt your Majeſties Imperial Crown, and Dignt- 
ty, robbed You, and the Kingdom, of all the Gold; broke your Royal 


Statutes and P roclamations, beggered your Majeſtics Mint, 
| B 3 And 
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And theſe very men that have thus abuſed your Majsſty, after all this 
licentiouſneſſe, are ſo bold to defiretoſteal one of the prime Flowets 
out of your Majeſties Crown. | 

Which is by having an AR of P arliament,that they might freely, and 
attheir will tranſportGold andSilyer,at their pteaſure;they will ( it they 
could get this great power into their hands )leave neitherGold norSilver 
in the Nation, but light and clip'd money, groats, ninepences,and thir- 
tecnpence-half-pennies; letthis be but taken noticEof, how theMerchants 
have robbed your Royal Father, your Majeſty, and the whole Kingdom, 
of the currant Gold of the Nation. 

And then I humbly leave it to your Majeſties wiſdom to confider 
whata projet this is, tending to the weakning of your Majeſty, and 
Kingdom. 

Theſe men that have trrnſported the Gold and Silyer of the King 
dom already, without your Majeſties leave, and againft the Law, are 
grown monſtrous rich many of them by tranſporting all the* Gold 
of the Nation, and moſt of the Silver. 

And now their riches makes them ſo bold, thinking to bribe out all 
buſineſſe,as formerly they did inthe Rump P arliamentzthey would work 
iniquity by a Law, if your Sacred Majeſty, or your privy Councellors 
ſhould ever permit them, to the ruine and damage of the whole 
Kingdom, to gratify the greedy avarice of ſome Merchants, whoſe co- 
yetouſneſſe will never be ſatisfied; gain is their godlineffe,and not god- 
lineſſe their gain. 

May itpleaſe your Majeſty, your Royall Grandfather, and Father, 

ing Jamzs and King Cnuanrr ns of bleſſed memory, gave a ſtop 
to this miſchicf of tranſporting Gold, by bringing ſome of the Mer- 
chants of Zondoy, thattranſported Gold and Silver into forrcign parts, 
into the Star Chamber in the years 1619, Sir William Cartine, Sir Peter 
Yanlor, Mr. Delabar, Sir Moſes Trian,and ſome twenty more were fined in 
the Star Chamber atnear two hundred thouſand pounds, and paid King 
' Jawss into his Exchequer, for their compoſition, about one hundred 
thouſand pounds;this ſentencegave a ſtopto the tranſporters ofGold,and 
upon this ſentence, ſhortly after the Mint flouriſhed. 

Your Majcſties Royal Father,inthe year 1635. King Crarxtus of 
bleſſed memory, commanded me your Majcſties Humble and Loyall 
SubjeR, to diſcover all ſuch as tranſported Gold or Silver without His 
leave. I have the Kings Majeſties Gracious Letter to me of thanks for 
my goodand acceptable Setvice, under His Majeſties Royal _ and 

ignct. 
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Signet, for diſcovering the tranſporters of Gold and Silver, which Let- 

cer I have ready to produce t9 your Sacred Majeſty. 1 cauſed the tran(- 

porters of Gold at my own charge to be fined 24100 pounds, I cauſed 1448 0n Eres. 


: , . . cu Br 
upon command of his lat2 Majeſty to be filed in the Exchequer in ought we your 


1648, as will appeggyon Record at this day, aboye a hun« 
dred ſeyeral informatioflFagainſt the Tranſporters of Gold and Silver, {ore outre- 
at my charge many hundred pounds, I know the men and their inſtru porters of Gold 
ments at this day as well as I know my right hand from my left, I caus wowir : 
ſed an exception,to have all the Tranſporters of Gold excepted out, of IIS 
the general pardon granted by the Parliament in the year 165 1, as will #b4mew di 
appear inthe AR, 1 put inan exception to have had itiexcepted in his panarock Gala 
Majeſties general pardon 1660, but there was ſo many guilty perſons wjeity tes 
that had tranſported Gold and Silver out of the Kingdom , that I could A TneMem- 
not get it put into theBill to have theſe offences excepted, whereby your - mm = 
Majeſty loſt one hundred thouſand pounds, had l got it excepted out of cſtates in Goldy 
ourMajeſties pardon,there was above an hundred Merchants andGold: tem titorned; 
miths that I have proof againſt, for tranſportingGold andSilver,and rob- =4=4e knows 
bing theKingdom ofMillions of money; if your Majeſty pleaſe, [ wil give the obbodthen 
your PrivyCouncil a perfcR liſt of their Nameswho tranſported Gold & 
Silver,that ſhould have paid yourMajeſty one hundredthoulan4 pounds, 
and thankGod they eſcaped [o tooy[ have all the charge againſt them,and 
the informations in che Exchequer is now on Record, and informations 
filed, to the juſt yalue of ſix hundred and fifty thouſand ponnds. 
This bufitieſs I ated, by command of his late Majeſty of blefſed 
memory, and did lay out of my Purſe the ſum of nineteen hundredand 
fixty pounds in diſcovery of the tranſporters of Gold in one thouſand 
ſix hundred thirty fix, and had aot your Majeſty pardoned the offen- 
ders, T would not for my ſhare have taken twenty thouſaud pounds of 
them. 
I have it under your Majeſties RoyalFathers hand and fignet fromOx- 
ford, that he would pay me for my great good and acceptable ſervice in 
diſcovering the tranſporters of Gold, | 
This true account I humbly give your Majeſty, to fhew there" is no 
man in the Kingdom can diſcover the tranſporters of Gold ſo well as 


-my ſelf ; I knowthem as wcll as the Beggar knows his Diſh , and this 


is done by intelligence. 

I was for ſeven years commanded by his late Majeſty togive a ſtop to 
the tranſporting of Gold and Silver, and I did effeRir, as rs by 
your Royal Fathers Letter, ready to be produced to your Majelly. 

Here 
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K—— 


| Herefolloweth your Majelties Royal —_— Letter verbatim, 


Viz. 
.Charles R. 


Ruſtic and Wel-beloved, We Greet you well, Whereas We bave 
4 = formerly imployed you for the Diſcoverie of all ſuch as Tranſ- 
ported Gold and Silver Coin beyond the Seas, and all ſuch likewiſe who 
contraris to the Laws, and for their 0bn private gain, have melted 
down great quantities of Silver, Wherem We acknowledg you didMs 
good and acreptable ſervice, for which (when God ſhall enable Us ) We 
do hereby promiſe to give you full ſatisfaftion. And for that We 


' underſtand that you are preſſed by Our Two Houſes of Parliament to 


proceed in the ſaid Diſcoverie, We do hereby ſtrittly Command you th.t 
you intermedale no further there, wit hout Our ſpecial Dire&ion, As 

will anſwer the contrarie at your peril, And for ſo doing, this ſhall 
bee your ſufficient Warrant. Given at Our Court at Oxtord, 
the nineteenth dey of November 1643.in the nineteenth year of Our 


Reign, CIC. 
By His Majeſtie's Command, 
GEORGE Diecsrs. 


_ ToOurTruftic and Well-beloved Thema: Vielet Goldſmith in Londen. 
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If your Majeſtic will be pleaſed at this time to command me to Catch 
theſe Moles that work under ground, the Tranſporters of Gold and Sil- 
ver, and will Graciouſly Impower me with a Commiſſion, and War. 
rants to do the ſame, I will undertake to fet your Majeſties Mine on 
work again, and ſtop thg Tranſporting of Gold and Silver, 

Vaſt ſums of Mony is Tranſported daily,both Gold andsilver, which, 
if not intimeprevented by your Mijeſtie, and your Majeftiecs Hono- 


rable, and Prudent Councel, will weaken, and deſtroy your Majeſtie,ard 


the Nobility,and the Commonalty in general,to make a few Merchants. 
IF it be your Majeſties, and the Lords of your Councels pleaſure, to 
impower me to do it, I will (by Gods affiſtance} remove the obſtrui. 
ons of the Mint . | 

May it pleaſe your Majeſtie, I ſhall humbly defire, before any further 
progreſic of this buſineſfe be made,concerning the giving the Merchants 
leave to tranſport Gold or Silver, That by your Majeſties eſpecial Com- 
mand, a ſele& Committee of Merchants may meet, with ſome of the 
Officers of your Majeſties Mint,and my felf,and that we may be ogder- 
ed to make a true Calcularionof all Forreign Coins, both” Gold and 
Silyer, what every Coin will make, being its full weight, inthe Tower of 
London, & that we ſend for over from beyond the Seas Placcarts,Edids, 
and Proclamations, of Forreign Countries; And that a Jury of Axteſts 
be commanded upon Oath, to make a truz Report how they tind Gold 
and Silver over valu-d jn other Countries, and report as neer asthey can 
the juſt zo true Standard in Forreign Mints, what proportion ttey hold 
bo the Mint of theTower of London, When this is done,to conſider of what 
waties and'means they uſe to keep their Mints on work.that ſuch waics as 
may be advantageous for ſetting your M ajeſties Mint 0n work, may be 
obſcrvedto prevent former abuſes. That the waies and means how theſe 
Differences, Standards, may be reified beyond Seas, and all-Standards 
recuced toa pair, and equalitic with Emg/end, and this Miſteric un- 
foulded truly to your Majeſtic after'the eſſayby fire and water. 

And fo when this bufineſle, which is very weightie, is truly, and 
rightly ſtated by the Eſſay, Fineneſſe, and Weight, and is Rriftly, and 
exaly ſtated to your Majeſtic, and your Privy Councc], then may it 
pleaſe your Majeſtic, by, and with the'advice of your Privy Councel, 
ſuch waies may be concluded on, as your Majeſtie in yout;great wiſdom 
with advice of your Privy Countil ſhall judgebeſtfor your ſervice... 

T hey being rtuly informed both by your judicious Merchants, - and 
the Warden, Maſter, and Cm of the Mint,being affiſted — a 

ury 
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Juric of Arreſt tomake Eflay upon Oath, By this way 1 humbly ſay, the 
wholetruth of this bufineſſe will be found out. _—_ 

The Lawſaich chat Gold, and Silver, and Corne, and a mans Houſ: 
is cyery mans own, to have a propriety in it to make uſe of between 
party and party, but not todeftroy the propricty, bur heis fiaable by 
cheLaw:a man cannot lawially bura his ownHouſe, burn his ownCorae, 
Tranſport his own money, but is finable; and rhis was uſed inthe Star 
Chamber by the Atturny Banks, and the King's Councel at Law, as an 
Argument againſt the jTranſporters of Gold, in the Twelfth. year of 
King Cuaxrss inthe Star Chamber, whea I profecured the Tranſs 
porters of Gold and Silyer, bycommand of rhe late King Caarrss, 
T had disburſed in caufing the Tranſporters of Gold and Silver to be 
fined in the Star Chamber 242001. at my charge 1960]. and never as yer 
had penny for that ſervice, This very ſeatence kept the Gold and Sil- 
yer in the Nation, till the beginning ot the late War 1643. For which 
Service your Royal Father gave me thanks as aforeſaid, but as yct never 
had penny of Money fordoing that Service. 
May it pleaſe your Majeſtie, whoſoever goes about to take the prero- 
tive out of your Majeſties, and your Privy Councels hands, of hio- 
ing the Tran ivg Gold and Silver without your Majeſties licence; 
I hambly ſay it is a Jeluitical, Fanatick deſign, underthe ſpecious pre- 
| tence of Freedom of Trade,to rob your Majcftie,and your Privy Coun- 
cel, of the priviledg of keeping in the Treaſure, and Wealth of this 
Kingdom, weakning your Majeſtic, and your Privy Counccl, and your 
Royal Prerogative, leaving the Wealth, and Treaſure of this Kingdom, 

in Cold and Silver, tobe guided by the-covetous defire of ſome Mer- 
chamts,many of chem care not rwo;pence for the ſafety of the Common- 
wealth, ſo they, and their private Families grow rich. I humbly ſay ir is 
a preſungptuous motion of ſome hor headed Merchants, that would by 
crafty and fly pretences rob your Majeſtic of that which is next to the 
Militia of the Kingdom, nay, itis the very ſoul of the Militia, Gold a 1d 
Silyer,get to be Maſter of that, any man may get Shipping, Armes, Mo- 
ney, and any thing to make a diſturbance in che Kingdom. 

We lately {ce upon what flic pretences the Sword was wrung out of 
your Majeftics Royal Fachcrs Hands 4 be that caſt hjs eye upon any of 
the Blowers of Majeſtics {mperia}. Crown, with intent to take 
them our either by fraudor force, let then fall as Corah, Dathan and 4- 
biram, and let their end belike 4chizophels, who ſeek to rob your Royal 


Majeſtic of this your juſt Prerogative, ſys 
n 
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And this there humbly ſay,1 rich my life maintain before your 
Majeſtie,and your Privy Councel, and the Parliament or Committee of 
Trade : And theſe following Statutes, Lawes and Proclamations are 
my ProteQion, and Warrant for what I humbly ſay. 

1. A Proclamation againſt giving far Gold, more then it is currant. 
21. July, x7.Jacob. 

2. A Proclamation agaiut melting, and culling heavy Exgliſh Monty. 
18.May. 9.Jacob. 

3. A Proclamation azcinft buying and ſelling Gold and Silver at high- 
er Priſes then the Mint. 14.May. +.Jacob. 


4 A Proclamation azainſt Tranſporting of Gold, 23.May I. Jae R 


cob. 

5. A Proclamation againſt Profit for Gold and Silver, Andmelti 
Engliſh Money. Aud to prevent the abuſes and waſt, in making G 
and Silver Threed, and Laces, 4.Feb. 3.Caroli. 

6. 4 Proclamation ag4inf Tranſporting Gold and Silver, and melting 
down the Currant Silver Coins of the Nation, for Plate, or Gold, or Silver 
Threed. 15.May. 3/Carolus. | 

May it pleaſe your Majeſtie, to obſerve with what care the wiſdom 
of former Parliaments intruſted the Kings of England, and their Privy 
Councel, to keep carefull watch that the Gold and Silver once import- 
ed into this Nation, ſhould be converted into Coin, for the Strength 
and Honour of the Kingdom; thatthoſe that did Tranſport Gold and 
Silver without the King's Licence, were Felons, And in the Tryall in 
the Scar- Chamber, 12. Caroli Primi, which I followed by Order of his 
late Majeſtic of bleſſed memory. The Atturney-General Bants,and the 
King'sCouncel,read m1ny Prefidents,whercin the Tranſporters of Gold 
= Silver had judgment, and ſuffered execution of death, as 

clons, 

Your Majcſtie will finde tranſporting Gold or Silver without the 
Kings licence to be Felony, and by ſeveral Ats of Parliament, 17 Eaw, 
the 4. and the 4 Henry, cap. 13, AndI humbly conceive the Kingdom 
is inas preat ſcarcity of Gold and Silver now as it was then , for aþ 
moſt all the Gold and Silver is tranſported withour the Kings licence by 
the diſturbance of the late War, andnow fome Merchants arc grown 
ſo preſumpruous,that they would have an AR of Parliament to make 
to be at the will of theMerchants to tranſport what Gold orSilyer freely 
they pleaſe without licence fron the King,. it were better fox the King- 
domthat theſe-thar go abont to a” Va a from the King, 

| 2 vere 


x 


- | 


. I 
_ wereblind, rather then the reſt of the Kingdom fhould ever ſee that 
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day theſe Merchants ſhould have their will, Stat, 9, Egw, the 3. againſt 
the tranſporting of Gold or Silver without the Kings licence , or the 
melting down the currant filver coinby Goldſmiths or others into plate 
Stat.2.Hen.4.cap.4. | | 

Nao perſon ought to preſume to rranſport Gold or Silver cither in 
coin or bulion, upon pain of forfeiture of as much as they might,which 
I cake to be lives and cſtates. 

2 Henry 6.cap.6, Upon a rrrvont complaint inade in. Parliament, 
That great ſums of gold and filver was tranſported without the Kings li- 
ccnceout of this Kingdom, it was ordered and nated, That no gold, 
or (ilver ſhould be tranſported out of the Realm , and becauſe it is {up- 
poſed the gold and falver istranſported by Merchant aliens, ir is order- 
ed, Thatthe Mcrcheant aliens ſhall find ſecurity inthe Chancery thar 
they ſhall not tranſportthe gold or filver monies out of the Kingdom 
upon pain of forfeirure of the ſum or value, and if any do contrary and 


_ that duly proved, his pledges ſhall pay the forfeiture, though the Mer- 


f 


/ 
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"they do, t6{cll gold fpr2x-a0d[22 ſhillings fora Twenty ſhilling price. 


chant ſtranger be gone beyond the Seas: If this Law had been putin ex. 
ccutionthis laſt-twenty years, :the' Kingdom had had millions ot gold 
and filver, which itis now robbed of, and the offenlers are now grown 
ſoimpudent to hope to get an Act of Parliament to rob the kingdom of 
all the go!dand filver, as the greedy Merchant ſhall find and ſee his Op- 
portunity to ſend away what gold:and filver they: pleaſe, withour the 
Kings majeſty or his privy Councils licence tor the tucure. 

18 Edw, the 4. No perſon tocarry-gold or falver, or jewels out of the 
kingdom upon pain of Felany. 

x Heprythe 8. 64p. 13; An.AR made that whoſoever ſhill carry any 
gold or filver out of the Realm without the Kings licence, ſhall forteic 
doublethe value, | 

| The 3th. and 6th. of Zdmardthe 6th, cap. '16, An AR touching the 
exchange of gold or ilver, that whoſoever gave more for gold or fil- 
ver, then it is or ſhall be declared bythe Kings Proclamation, ſhall {uf- 
fer impriſonmenefortheſpaceof 2 year, and make fine at the Kings 
pleaſure, the one moity to hisMajeſty , :and the other moity to the Par- 
tie , that- ſhall ſeizeche farme,,. or will fue for ir by the Bill of infor- 
mation ;\ were the Gold-{miths of Zoxdon ſucd on this Statute it would 
ruine moſt of them, : Had not',the AR of Oblivion pardoned them, 
but that givesthem noliccoce.or. protection.now at this day to a& as 


Till 


| (19) 
Till this be remedied ardrtherule for the price of gold ſet by your 
Majeſtic , - the Mint will never coin gold to any conſiderable quan- 


tity, 

it this defire of the Merchants ſhould go on, the Kingdam of England 
which in-all Kings raigns abounded with gold and filyer, and famous 
tor their pound ſterliogs, the true guide and meafure of our monies will 
beputtouſe the Rooking tricks of the Bankers of Amſterdam, and other 
Commonwealths. 

Feed the people wich a paper credit ard the Merchants have all the 
peoples money ; | beſeech your Majeſty ro conlider of this monſtrous 
defign and propoſals of the Merchants, ſhould by your Majeſty begran- 
red, which God defend, in whole hands your Majeſty diſpoſeth the Mi- 
litia of the kinggom, even truly your Majeſty would ſurrenderrhe Mili- 
tia of the kingom into the Merchants power. 

To ſend away all the treaſure of the kingdom , by which means, 
they will ſo ferter*and impoveriſh the people of the kingdom, that 
when your Mazeſtics loving SubjeRs would give you aid by conſent of 
Parliament, they have no monies to do it but at the Merchants plea. 
ſure, who will be the onely Judges of the price they ſhall pay by ex- 
changing , and the quantity in coin they will pleaſe to let the peo- 
ple have. 

Should the Parliament now grant your Majeſty a paiment of a hun« 
dred thouſand pounds incoined Engliſh gold , at twenty ſhillings the 
peice of gold, according to the Lawes and Statutes and your royal Fa- 
thers Proclamation, which forbids all either Forreigners or Natives 
| whomſoever, to pay, give, or utter the currant coins of gold or filver 

at above the Kings proclamation, upon pain of forfeiture and impriſon- 
me<nt during the Kings pleaſure. See the Statute law 5, 6, Edward 6. 
Yet for all your Maieſtics lawes and proclamations, your Aaicfty nor 
the Parliament thal not receive a hundred thouſand pounds in gold ora 
hundred pound, burat rhe Aferchants price , viz. 21 ſhill-4 pence, 21 
ſhi!l. 6 pence, 21 ſhill, $ pence, 22 ſhill. fora twenty ſhillings piece of 
gold. This is donein contemptof your Majeſty andthe law becauſe the 
Merchants have gotall the coined gold into their hands, and tranſport- 
ed it to forrajgn parts, and they will not let it come back again but at 
their pleaſure and price make filver a free merchandize , the merchants 
will guide the prize and ſend it all away, to the deſtryuQion of your Ma- 
iſtics 44int,. 

| The 
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The Merchants of Londoy, had they this power they defixe, would 
by tricks, either by Security or Exchaoge, ger all the, Gold and Silyer 
into their hands, , 

And then I tremble to think what will follow, if the Merchants be 
Maſters of all the money : your Majeſtics Fleet will lie at Chathamn, ar 
Poriſmonth, cc. and no moneys to be raiſed, but ar the will of their Ban- 
kers, Your people in Parliament ſhall grant your Majeſtics Subſidics, 
and when it comes to be paid, they have no money but what is in the 
Merchams Banks, or upon the Mercharts Security, they haviog gotten 
toro their hands all the money. 

Allthe world knows, the whole ſtock of the money of the King- 
dom, isto be diſfoſcd of by the credit of the City of. London; the City 
of London gives the Rule ro the Kingdom, and the Merchant of Zoz- 
dos tor credit upon money rules the City, now if your Majeſtic ſhould 
put this power1nto the Merchants hands, to tranſport Gold and Silver 
at their pleaſure, it would be a ready way +0 {ec the late Tragedies a&t- 
ed over again; and it is granted by all perſons, rhat Gold and Silver 
commandeth all things; if your Majeftie ſhould part with this Royal 
Prerogative , *I humbly defire your Majeſtic, upon my knees,tocon- 
fider where you will lodge this great Jewel, whichis the quinteſſence 
of the M/litia:T humbly ſay many Merchants of London are recovered bur 
lately out of the madneſs of a dangerous Rebellion, and wiſe men uſe to 
watch ſuch as have been once frenzie afterwards in all their ations, leſt 
being let goe at their own pleaſurethey one time or another do either 
themſelves or ſome others a miſcheit ; this I now humbly ſay, isto 
preſerve your Majeſtics Greatneſs, Honour, and ſafety of your 24ajeſty, 
and your moſt honourable P rivy Council. 

I tudy not to pleaſe ſome Merchants, but to ſerve your Majeſtic in 
truly Rating this buſineſs, I being formerly imploicd m this ſervice by 
yourRoyal Father he would have belicycd me inthis point,and concern- 
ing the regulating ofGold and Silver lace,and removing the obſtructions 

the Mint rin years.I had theonely care of this buſineſs by his 
Majecſtics order,to prevent the traaſporting Gold or Silver, 

If your Majcſtie ſuffer the Merchants to obtain this their defire, all the 
paiments of the Kingdom will be unfixcd, and your Majcſties Suvjects 
will have no money left but Groats, and ſome odd monies, to buy But- 
ter and Eggs; the Tenants muſt pay their Rents after the Barbarious 
wayinScortanD, in Boules of Corne, and Chaldrons of Viaualls, 


Cales, Horſes, Cowes, and Sheep. Your M1jefties Privy nn, 
an 
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and your great Lords,and Gentty,muſt truck with their Tenants inftead 
of a thouſand pound Sterling, to be paid them in current Gold and Sil- 
ver, according to 20.5, the pound Sterling for Gold, they muſt at this 
day pay 21.5. 6.d. if they will have a twentic ſhillings peece; is not this 
a wrong and dimunition to all the Lords in Ex 6x aw», ſeven pound ten 
ſhillings ia the hundred, in all the Rents they are out of by Leaſe. 

But ler Silver be made a free Merchandize,to Tranſport ar their plea- 
ſure. without your Majeſtics leave, farewell all Land-Lords payments in 
money (then, which God defend your Majeſtie ſhould expoſe all the 
Nobilitie to be at the will of the Merchaats, for to receive :eicher their 
Rent in Money or Ware.) All payracnts in Silver will raiſe the price of 
your Engliſh ſhilling ſhall be ſer againſt your Majeſties Crown, and 
Dignitie by the Merchant, as at this day, all the world know they” have 
preſumed without your Majeſties leave,and againſt your Lawes,to ſend 
away all your Mjeſties current Gold of the Nation, and to make ir a 
Merchandize here in Lovden, in contempt, deſpite, and affront of your 
Majeſtic, the Parliament, and your Majeſties Lawes and Statutes, and 
now are ſo brazen Fac'd, that they bok, and ſue to have libertie ro 
rob the King of this great pr, l humbly hope theMerchants bribe- 
ing daies are paft, they had once atimein the long Parliament to make 
their Gold and Silver break thorough all Barrs,all Lawes; a Corporati- 
on of London, with a joynt Purſe, was ſucha Roman Ram, that it batter, 
ed down all the Lawes, and Statutes. I humbly hope this buſineſfle,and 
che miſchiefs that would follow, it they ſhould obtain, their defire js ſo 
clearly ſtated, to be only ja your M1jeltie, and your moſt Honourable 
Privy Counccl, that you will never part with it to any Corporation of 
Merchants, or others, but to keep it ſafe where the Law hath diſpoſed 
it, it is a Iewcl the Law hath inveſted in the Crown, and cannot be va- 
lued,it is an ineſtimable Pearl and Richcs. 

That if the Merchants could by confederation pay down a Million of 
Monez to 3 our Maieſtie preſently, to have ir in their hands; Your Ma- 
jeſtie would be a loſer, Your Majeſtic would part with that which is 
Your Honour, Your Safetic, Your Lords, and all Your Peoples fafetic, 
the Soul of the Militia. 

I ptay God upon my Knees, your Majeſtic, and your Privy Councel, 
would conſider what is here (aid, and ſeta mark on theſe men that at- 
tempt under {ly and fained pretences, by ſubtiltie and craft, to under- 
mine your Mzjeſtics Throne, Crown, and Dignitic; theſe men that de« 
fire this to be in their Power, arc like Water men, look one way, and 
Row another, _ Theſe 
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Theſe menmany of them ave delizned inthecir heart the moddle of 
a Common-wealth, to be the firteſt Government for this Kingdome , 
God hath delivered your Majeſtic from the Swordeman, the Club-man, 
and hath reſtored your Majeſtic tothe Glory, and Greatneſſe of 'your 
Royal Father, and your Predeceffors, with the Hearrs of all your good 
SubjeQs, and a large increaſe of the Revenues of your Crown, ro the 

joy of all your Majefties good Subjects. 
_ This Glory troubles ſome Munprels of Loxpon, that dare not bark, 
but are atthis day cunning fauning Spaxiels, that would by fauning co- 
zen your Majeſtic of this Great, atd Royal Prerogative, which had they 
it, in ſeaven years they may lay ſucha Foundation, that the Child un- 
born may rue it. 

I have read of alittle Fiſh that ticking to a Ships (ide ſhall ſtop a 
preat Ship under ſail. The Merchants ot a Kingdom_or Common- 
wealth that are Bankers and have libertie to tranſport Gold and Silver 
at their pleaſure, rulethe Commonwealth both for War or Peace, and 
haye virtually the ſovereign power, being Maſters of all the peoples mo. 
nie. Theſe Bankers can hang a Pad-lock on the Commonwealchs 
Sword when they pleaſe : God defend your Majeſtic and your Lords 
from ſuffering themto do ſo in your Kingdom of England,forall the rea- 
ſons before and after following. | 

The Merchants of London haye tranſported all the Gold and moſt of 
the Silver out of England, principally by the confederation and affiſt- 
ance ofthe Goldſmichs in Lumbardftreer, who are juſt in the nature of 
the Bankers at Amſterdam, and rhe Goldſmiths is your Merchants Jac- 
call as the Jac-call is tothe Lian, they hunt for the Lions prey. The 
Goldſmiths lay up Gold and Silyer for the Merchants to tranſporr, 
ſome Goldſmiths in Lumbardſtreer,keeping at this day many great Mcr- 
chants of, Zexdor caſhes, and ſome Noble mens caſh by thiscredit of 
ſeveral mens monies , the Goldſmiths in Lawbardſteet are in the nature 
of Bankers,and have a great ſtock of Treaſure by them alwayes of Gold, 
forraign coines, and Silver, 

And as theſe and the Merchants pleaſe to truck and and chaffer , ſet 
theprice of the currant Gold of your Kingdom at above the price Cure 
rant by Proclamation of your Royal Father, and above the price of your 
Mint, to the deſtruction of your Majeſties Mint, and againſt your Crown 
and Dignities z - your Majeſties Mint istied to a certainrule both for the 
weight and fineneſs of theStandard of your MajeſtiesGeld andSilyer,and 
cannot by the Law exceed ; now hereisthe miſchief, _ 

| c 
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The Goldſmiths they go hawk che Mint and the Merchants that 
rranſports Gold and Silver, and out-bids the Mint, 1.d. and ſometimes 
2.d.and morethe Ouncein Silver, and five ſhillings the Ounce in Gold 
at this day,.and fo catch up all the Gold and Silver to tranſport, bein 
Facors, and Purveyors to the Merchants that tranſports Gold ns, 
Silver, 
And by this confederation between the Merchants, and Goldſmiths, 
rontrary tothe Lawes, and Proclamations of the Kingdom, they have 
cheated, and robbed theKi ,and yourMajefties Mint in theTower of 
Loxden,and for theſe laſt fiftechiYears have deſtroyed,and made deſolate 
the ſame, 

Your Majeſties Mint in all times, by the Law, ſhould have the pre» 
heminence, and firſt ſerved. 

Your Majeſties Mint at this day is negleted, your Majeſties Lawes 
deſpiſed, and your Majeſtic, and the Kingdom of England, Lords, Gen- 


try, Commons, chexted, and robbed of all your Gold, and almoſt all 


your Silver, to the weakning, and impoveriſhing of the Kingdom, 

' This wickedneſlc is done oncly for the inriching of a few particular 
Perſons, Goldſmiths,and Merchants, to the deſtruQion of the whole 
Kingdom, andif not timely prevented, tothe ruine,and deſtrution,and 
decay of Trade. This was done when we had no KING in 1ſr4e?, God 
forbid your Mjeſtie now ſhould ſuffer ir. 

If your Majeſtie by your juſtice do not make ſome of thele Offen- 
dors an cxample,and timely prevent it,by the grave advice o! your moſt 
Honourable Lords of the Councel for the time to come,to prevent theſc 
abules by a Law, or renewing the old Laws by your Majeſties Procla- 
mation, making ir loſſe of Eſtate for any Goldimithsto ſell any Mex- 
chants Gold or Silver to tranſport, or to convert Gold or Silver into a- 
ny other uſe then Plate, and Gold, and Silver Wycr, the Offendor for 
ever after to loſe his Freedom. | 

" Andthat no Merchant, or Goldſmith, ſhall give for Gold or Silver 
morethen it ſhall be declared for by Proclamation, upon pain of forfei- 
ture» And that all Goldſmiths that are Exchangers of Forreign Bullion, 
ſhall enter into ſecuritic with theOfficers of yourMajeſtics Mint,to your 
Majeſties uſe, to Coin the ſame, and to convert it to-no other uſe. That 
no Merchant obtain a Licence from your Majeſtic, to tranſport Goldot 
Silver, nor the Eaſt-1ndia Company,other, or-more then they them- 
ſelves cauſe upon their own proper accompt, to be truly imported, ac- 
cording to their Charter, and = all Warrants for tranſporting Gold 

is or 

4 


(24) 
or Wiurhe Talent , and the Galdſmiths to be tyed to Coln all the Gold anu 
Silver they hereafter buy, ſuch Goldſmiths chat will not to be debarred,tbe 
liberty to have power toexchange Farreign Gold and Silver, this being a Prero- 
gative of the Grown, and never granted the Company of the Goldſmiths, as 1 
can prove by the Law, that the Warden of your Majeſties Mint is your Majeſtics 
{7 wes and he may Licenceeny whom he pleafe to buy Forreigna Bullion , 
provided they put in ſecuritie to Coin it in the Tower, and convert it to no other: 
uſe but to coin upon the pain of. forfeiture of his Bonds to your Majeſtic, 
May it pleaſe Your Majefhy,my melt humbleprayer to Your Mejefty, and Privy 
: a Councel is,thatat this junQare of time the late LordCottingtonsRules &Obſer- 
vations may be made uſeof for bringing of Gold and Silver into the Kingdom, - 
that State=man about the-year 1630. made a moſt advantageous Contraft with 
| the King of Spaine,for the bringing in Silver fromSpaine inEngliſh,bottoms and 
Landing the Silver at Dover, one third part to beCoyned in Your —_ | 
Royal Fathers Mint in the Tower of London, and the ather ewo parts our 
Mojeftyes Royal Father, and his Privy Councels Licence to betranſj at the 
will of the Importer,this Commiſſion, was granted gnder the Great Seal of Your 
Majeftyes Royal Father,by the advice of his Privy Gouncel , and above ten millis - 
ons ofSilyerCoyned upen thatContraQ,from the year 1630.ta1643.This Silver 
hath bin almoſt all tranſported away for the private p_ of the Merchant, and 
lictle currant Silver Coyne left in the Kingdom, but light and cliped,and Coun- 
terfet mony in abundance, All theGold (eat away,to the deſtruftion of theKing.. - 
dom, for x & private profic of the Merchants. If Your Majefty pleaſe'to inquire of 
YaurOflicers of theMint they ean certifie this ie the truth. And what a dangerous 
Projet this was of ſome men, to goe aboat to ſteal ſo Royal a Flower out of the - 
Crown, ſuch pilferers are Enercies to Your Majeſties Growne and Dignity, and: 
ought to be watched as men newly recovered our of al unacy , kept fromdoing 
I _ her — a . | ads | n 
7 it pleaſt Your y,t » Spain having peace w and.4and-. 
FrancLwit net have occefion to Eagles fo much Mony for Flanders, as H@ had: 
when He had Wars with Them. Yet great Summes'ot Silyer will dayly be Ex- 
ported to-Flanders. (rom Spaine , to pay the Spaniſh Garriſons-in Flanders, and 
the Trade from Spaineto Antwerp, $0 pay the Bankers.there, will dayly cauſe 
great quantities of Silyer to be Exported from Spain. | fy 
% I bkumbly defice,that _ Treaty with th>Spaniſh A mbaGador, the Lards 
ofthe Conncel would orderto Carry the King of Spaines Sifver , as the 
Lord Cottingten ſetled it; and that by the-Law it Frould be-made Felony; for any 
Perſon thac did not Coyne one full third part of all Silver that by agreement 
wich theKing of Speine ſhould be coyned, this Licencc to. be Canſtantly allow. - 
edto any Perſon upon.the King af Spain; Compoſition for Trade from Spine; 
And for all:other Perſons whomſoeyer, that import Silver or .Gold, to-have ic. 
by A& of this ParTiament, afterthe ſaid'Silver is Landed , that any Perſon that 
ranſports Gold or Silver, it ſhould beConfiſcation of Ship and Goods, and 
Tmpriſonment during thKKings pleaſare. Beſides,the Forfeiture of all Gold and 


Silver (o.pat on Ship-boardto Tranſport withourY our Majclties, or youre 
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Councels Licence Andthat all GoKb(michs, or others whomforver, ther 
Galleth and Melteth down theCurrant heavy Silvec Coyns, for any Manuf «- 
Ruare,ar toTranſport,it ſhall beFelony, and thatiwithout Mercy. 
IF Theſe Lawes by this Parliament be 'Revived,, and 1 your Majefties Loyal 
8 Subjet Impowered, and Commanded by your. Majeſties Moſt Honourable Privy 
R Counccl, to See to the due Execution .ot them; By the Bleſſing of God , 1 wil 
in a few Yearcs Repleniſh the Great want, and Scarcity of Gold and Silver, in 
the Kindgom againez And Removethe preſent Obtrufions of the Mint, 
1 May it pleaſe your Majeſtie,[t is the Execution of the Law quickens and gives 
\þ life to the Law, when knowing perſons ſhall be intruſted to ſee to the Execution. 
| There are Laws and Proclamations againſt tranſporting gold , but no incou- X 
ragement conſiderable for a mans time, allthe Laws in the world will never re- 
' form this abuſe, if ſome Truſty perſons be not .appointed to look in a particular 
] manner, avd make it their ,:and a man .cannet imploy ſeveral people to 
do this ſervice bur at great charge, vigilance and diligent attendance to keep his 
watches, and intelligence in London, and the Ports; this miſchief daily increaſes, 
becauſe no _—_ perſon is impowred and.commanded to take care of this 
Queen Elizabeth would not admit the Eaft India Company,at her firſt grant- 
; ing them to be a Corporation, to tranſport the King of Spains filver coin into 
the Eaſt Irdies, though the Merchane preſſed ic very often, telling her Majeſty 
h -that her Silver Cain and Stamp: was-not known in the Z4ft Indies, they think- 
| ing by that ro.get a Licenſe to ſend what Silver they pleaſed : This moſt pru- 
dent Queen, aud'her wiſe Privie Councel replyed, toche Merchants of the Eaft- 
| India Company, that for the vety reaſon the Merchant alledged, to tranſport 
the. King of Spain: filver tro the Eaft Indies, It was her fixed reaſon and re- 
ſolution-unalterable, ſhe would not grant the Eaft India Company leave to ſend 
the King of Spex:, or any forreiga Princes eoin into 7idia, -bur ſuch Silver as 
was coined with her Effigies and Piare on the one fide, and the Percullis on 
the other ſide, of the juſt weighr and finenefs of the Spaniſh peeces.of eight, 
and peeces of four Royals, and no- other Silver ſhould by her Merchants be 
Fntto. Inds. 4 
Andthis was her Majeſties prudent reaſon forthe doing thereof, that becauſe be * 
the Indians did not know her, nor ſee her greatneſs 6n her Silver, ber Majeſty 
the Baft Indi Company leave to tranſport Gold or Silver, but ſoas ſhe would 
ar the time to come give thetn a-juſt occaſion to reverence and honour.her, and 
bow at her Effigzes; declaring ſhe would all the -world over , where ſhe gave 
her Merchgnts leave to Trade, be knoym tobe as great a Prince as the Koo 
Spain : And that none ſhould preſumeto ſend a greater quantity of 'Silver then 
ſhein her wiſdome ſhould judge fit, to the Eaſt Indies, as will appear by their 
Charter, both forthe quantity,'and with her F:igare, Motto, and Percalles upon 
the Silver : The Queens Majeſty-declaring ſhe held it as. a Tpeciall and chiefPre- 
rogative of her Crown and Dignity to-put the Pcrcxlls5 upon all the Silver the 
Eaſt: India -- *vany ſhould ſend co the Indies : Nor would ſhe admit the Mer- 


chamy of ti: / +* India Company to ſend more Silver then ſhe and her Privie' 
D 2 Cour 


JMI 


. 26) 
Councel did approve of ; as appears in the Journal Books, the yearly Licences de- 
claring ſhe works have her Merchants in that point to be ſubordinate to her 
will, not her will to be ruled atthe Merchants pleaſure. 

And ſo during all her proſperous Reign to her death, this great and prudent 
Queen ruled her Merchants,and not the Merchants her, this was according to the 
Law of England, the Queen would ever be known to be a Queen, 

This Narrative will appear to be true, by the Stamps, Weights, and Standard of - 

this Silver that was coyned in the Tower ready to be produced to your Maje ſty,aud - | 

moſt Hononrable Privie Conncel, if your Mayeſt) require the ſame ,-this conrſe con- 
rinued all Queen Elizabeths Reign, and it womld be for the honour and ' owes of 
of your Majeſty, that all Silver tranſported to the Indies ſhould be coynedof the weight 
of Pieces of E1ght, with your Majeſtics Roall Effigies, and the Percullis in the 
Tower of London, that ſo all the world over, the Nations might ſee your Royal 
famp, and bow down,and do reverence ;, What un honour had it been to your Maje- 
fries Grandfather aud Father to have had-fixty hundred thouſand pounds tranſported 

Silver to the Indies, with their ſtamp; which would have been dene had 2 Elizabeths 

Dharakie Rule beenobſerved : Ihumbly drfire it may be done hereafter, though your 

Majeftie get nothing but fame, no profit. 1 dare undertake the Faſt India Compa- 

ny ſhall have their filver coined in the T ower for 12 pence thefound weight, that is 
Behooo'1 coyned for one thouſand pounds.” 

T he Eaſt India Company by mome got this Royal Privilege laid dew at the 
beginning of King James hrs Reign,” to the great impairment and loſſe of his Im- 
perial royal Crown ani Dignity ; aud to the great loſſe of his Majeſty in his Mint= 

e and (oynage, and rhe iofing and diminution of your Royal Grandfather and Fa* 
ther of Blefſed memory ,in their Revenue at this day abovt an hundred thouſand pounds 
in the total ſum in the duty of coyning, there being ſince-King James 'bis Reign by: 
that Cimpany above fixty hundred thouſand ponds In $v& and Gold ſent to the 
Eaſt Indies, were'their Bocks of Entries examned ; and their . Books of Acconnt 
to their ſeveral Fattories in Todia ; what they have ſent yearly to every particular 
faltory, aud ſame Auditors appointed to make the in[pettion upon Oath, -- 

1 h#mbly (ay, there would-be found many hundred thou/avd pounas tranſported both : 
of Engliſh Gold, and Silver, more then ever they had licence from the King to ſend: 
to the great meakning, damage and decay of this Nation, they being a Company that 
heretofore mſed jo bribe ont all their abuſes by one courſe or other. | 

« Had not your Mayfty by , ob Royal pardon 'pardoned them , they ſhould befort. 

this time have found the Eaft India Company obar ed by me in the Exchequer with 
many hundred thouſand pounds of Engliſh Gold and Silver, andof half Crowns and 
foreign Gold and Silver tranſported, againſt the* Laws and Statutes of. the King- 
dome, let them have got off as well as they .conld. 

May it pleaſe your  Majefty, T hat compan pretends. a debt your Royal Father 
foonld owe them for Silks and Pepper delivered untd one BurlemacR,u Merchant; a- 
bout the Tear, 1630. upon your Rojal Fathers account, had not: yowr Majeftit in' 
Jour great mercy pardoned this very Company of Merchants in your gracious and free + 
Pardins .16 60. :. I conld have chalkgd ont the way ro have peppercathe Eaſt India + 
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Company, it had never been ſo peppered £ ah was a Company, they are fardoned for 
what is paſt, but they have no Privileage for the time to come. 

But if your Majeſty command me to watch the Eaſt India Company that they 
for the future ſend: no me gold or filuer then they have licence for from 
your Majeſty; I ſhall faithfully do is, and give a fopto theſe miſchiefs they have 
formerly committea | | | 

If your Majeſty command, I ſhall not = the riches or greatneſs of the Eaſt In- 
dia Oy, or Merchants of London, but I will tramel them and reduce them ro the 
due obedience of your Meajeſties commands, and the Law of the Kingdom.” l 

For the'longer this buſineſs 15 not locked after, makes ſome Merchants think to get 
leave to weaken the Kingdom in general, and incroach upon your Majeſties ſaxred. Pre- 
rogative roſend what ſilver and. gold they liſt away for the future, without: any Comp- 
rroller. 

May it pleaſe yow 244jiſty, a Court in the natnre of the Star.chamber, 
would Froſt- bite theſe Gentlemen, and make them pluck in their Horns, 
and ſubmiro your Aaicſtics Lawes,. which will be for the good of the! 
Nation ingeneral, that theſe men may be curved , and not Jeft to rob. 
the Kingdom of all its Gold and Silver, as ſome Merchants have taken 
the boldneſsto do,when we-had no King inthis our /ſrael for this laſt ſe-- 
venteen years, | | L | —- 

Never Schoo/-boyes plaid ſuch tricks in the abſence of their School; ma: 
fters, as ſome of the London-merchants have done: When the books of the 
Common council of Loydon;copied -out together with the .Eaſt India 
Companies books, be throughiic in{pecd, your Maieſtie and your ho-. 
nourable Privic Council will (ee incredible paſſages, fir for Your maiecſtic 
to know, ſuchas is. for Y.our maicſtics honourand ſafetic forthe future to 
prevent, vis, '. : CEENTT La r:7 
| moſt humbly pray yourMajeftie and your honourable Privie Coun- 
cil, ro command true Copies of all the As of the Common Council 
of London, from one thoufand fix hundred and thirty cight,tg one thous 
ſand fix bundredand fixty, -and the true copies of the Eaſt Indies Com- 
panies books of Erivoys ſent to their Factors, of all the Gold and Silver 
they ſent yearly, the ſhips name, and by what FaRor, and to what Fa- 
Qors in 1nd4ia and Perſia, ever {ince one tt 02uſand fix-hr:ndred and ewen» 
tie, to one thouſand ſix kundred and fixty : - Not that I have the leaſt. 
thought that any of them ſhould be puniſhed for what is paſt, by reaſon. 
of your Majeſtics gracious pardon, bur thatan Eyemight be kept oyer 
them to keeprthem from committing the ſame oor the like offences again / 
2gainſt your Majeſtic, your Crown, and Dignity. - "We; 

I kumbly ſay, Jam fo charitable ro them , that I had my them 

| waies- . 
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alwaies upright in all their aRions, then everto hear that your Majeſtic 
ſhould put your Royalſelfrq that troubleto pardon them again ; when 
they have offended, it is better, 1 humbly ſay ,* for the Merchants, that. 
your Majeſty take all covrſo to keep ſome Merchants from falling ; thea 
to take them up after they .aredown, if they 'be watched thatthey ſhall 
rt no opportunitie to offend, it ſaves the labour of puniſhing any of 


eem- 

* Some Merchants I haye heard ſay at the Council of Trade one thou- 
ſand fix hundred and fiftie, that is isan.old Herefie to hinder the tran( 
pong gold and filyer freelic., and to retainit in the Kings hands 

only to-give x licence to tranſpor: Sure I amitis a Phanatick opinion 
for the Merchants tolabour to obtain jt out of your Majeſticy and your 
 privie Councils hands, 

Some Merchants are great magnifters of Commonwealths, their Poli- 
cies and Governments, thoſe thatare for an Amſterdam model both in 
the Church and Kingdom, butia our 'Kings ſacred hands this preat 
Truft in all Ages hath happilie continued , and no Merchant never 
durſt ask ſuch a requeſt to haye it at their own diſpoſe, theſe Acrchants 
covet more profit and gain then they dothe Kings Majeſties greatneſs, 
torn fhagry them fo bufic to ger this Royal flower out of the 

rown. 

: Mit pleaſe your Majeſty, your Standard of Gold and Silver is fixed 
to ail your Subjects of all your Nations, the pound ſterling: is a fixed 

_ paiment, andisthe guide toallthe Bankers in Chriſtendom ; for till they 
return their Bills of Exchapge for England, no Banker' or Merchant 
can tell certainly he truc imrinſecal value they ſhall receivefor a'hun- 
dred pounds delivered intheir Banks , by Bills of Exchange to any 
place but onely Exg/ayd, where theſe paiments are fixed and paied ac- 
cording tgthepoynd ſterling, which is by ſhiKings, pence, and half- 

pence, withour any fraud"or bankmonie, fromthe paimentof onehun- 
ed pound, to the paitnetit of one hundred thouſand pounds, no man 

catrbe wronged of a penie, but it wilt cxa&lic appear upon the cafting up 
of "the accompt. Commonwealths and Bankers go upon-Xerchanes 

{ubgilcres,, that is not for the Honour and Digmitie of your Majeſtie, .to 

keyour mpnic go high , when you are to''paie your Armies and 

Fleers; and then weſidy rocall itdown in” Kingdomes 5; Kings are $6 

wed, ind rant attfuch dirty tricks, as Commonwealths db: 

lands, Tragedy from one thouſand fix hundred fourtie three;toone 


thouſand fixhondicd and fixcie, nay ferve asa watning algondiib. 
12 | ies 
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jeas, how totarn Kingdomes into Cornr lths, of to- leave 
power of tranſporting Gold or' Siler at the will and pleaſure of the 
merchant, 4ferchants are like fire and water, Good Servants, but bad Ma+ 
fters , in their proper ſpheers good, but te geta head deftruRive to man- 
kind ; witneſsthe hate horrible Tregedies fomented and continued onely 
; bythepleafare and power of the Aferchants and the wealth of Londew': 
The burnt Child Sei the fire. T loſt twentie thouſand pounds by the . 
late Rebellion, which was hatched andkindled for the greateſt part by 
rig forte wich Plenty; Rich d Trade, the late Royall 
| it ny, Riches, ' 4nd Trade, the late Roy 
King Charles the firſt, by his Late Royal. Fleers, Hild the Foun- 
dation of the Merchants of Lowdons greatneſs and reputation all oyer the 
World , no Prince nor Commonwealth daring to injure the 
Merchants of Zox4on, but the King with the firſt winde had his Royal 
Fleers in their Harbours to demand reparation-to the Merchanes: con- 
tent, elſe their harbours debarfed Trac. The late glorious King got 
the envy of the Ship monies, but never a-pennyof it in his Exchequer, 
The Merchants of Zezdon gor the profit, advantage, and ſecurity by 
Trading ſafely, and the Seas ſcoured front Pyrares : How unthankfully 
the Merchantsrequited his Majeſty, ivas ſhewnin' this lare Reb:llion, I 
ſpeak not rhisthar any ſhould be puniſhed, but that-chey tight bepre- 
vented for the furtire ts:dgthe fame things' again, as they! did thisfaft 
ſeventeen years. WE Of AL | 
In King 7-wes and KingChaler their raigns,thoſegood Kings was got 
into the Citid of Zomtbur debt; andto comme one of it they did part with 
their Lands at halfthe vue. When Malters borrow Money 6f thei? 
Servants , ir makesthempehendlly overvalte theinſclves and Nighttheir 
Maſters, I hope ina few years his Majeſty willbe in that condition to 
lend the City of London money, upon their Charter, the like rotheEFaſt 
India Company and other Companies to havertheir Exnds bontid, This 
was King Henrythe ſevenths way ,he would'alwaics have his Exchecquey - 
fell of money, finding irto bethe greateſt ſecurity to preverit all miſ- 
chief, to have the King richer then his people. | 
Inthe yearone thouſand ſix hundred fourty ſeven, your Royal Faz 
ther being informed that many Members of Parliament , and faRtious/ 
Citizens was tranſporting and packing away their eſtates%in Gold be. 
yond the Seas, which thele had in aboundance cozened the Kingdom 
ef, your Royal Father commanded me by one Mr, Francis Brogden, + 
of London Gentleman, on whom his Majeſty conſtantly imploied to 


80 between him and his loyal SubjeQs, then Priſoners ia the ng 
| 0” HO— : 
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This Mr. Francis Brogden brought me his Majefties,:yout:Royal Fathers 
pleaſure, thac I ſhould labour in the pretended Parliament-houſe co ob- 
tain a commyſſion:to dilcover.the tranſporters of Gold and Silver , but 
ſo that if-I gbtaincd ir, I ſhould uſe my diligence to diſcover the Parlia- 


ment, mengand their factiousMaxchanty of Zuydes, to make them odious 


tothe, Kingdom that aranfported: Gold and Silver out of the Nation: .I 
uſed my endeavour to-make them publick ro the .World , for ſeveral 
years, togetthis Commilſionto paſs by the pretended ARof Parlia- 
ment,and itis well known to many of the then Parliament, Six James 
Harrington, Fleetwood, and ſeveral others, batwas particularly d 
by bath thei Abes, dilep, Harvey, Sir Hemry Yaneg Strickland, apd many 
others of the Parliament, and -by ſwarms of. Sectayics » of the City of 
Londen: which men had tranſported the Gold .and Silyer our ot the 
Nation ;, and thereforeto be ſureto have them within compaſs of the 
Law, cauleda Gentleman tofilein th Ember z hundred informa- 
tions. again the tranſporters of Gold and.Glyer,, ando ktthem remain 
en.record, tillyour Majeſtics Royal Father did come to. Zondor. (. this 
was about enethouſand fix hundred and fourty right)at that time being 
Oukone * dra Mpc. A men, Fae oval uy Corres Corner 
wile, by takingyour Roya}Eher, our of thig Worle, ,the. World olpe- 
cially, this ugthankfyl Nation, nocbeing worthy of him, fo all thjngs 
reftednill your Majeſties-happy acri TETs 


hath pardoned the trgniporters of Gold tilt 29. May aj ths -humbly 
ſay purMajeſty hath eelayed tat for the furyes you will have af en 
contormablero your Lawawithoue roſpgdt of per orsifthis le be ti 
Aly abſerved, your Majeſty will. neverput this great buſinels of tranſ- 
porting Gold and Silver to be at the Merchants will and pleaſure, leaſt 
the ſame tpmults and troubles be played over again by ſome Phanatick 
Merchants, as they. havedoa: wii every years $ your Majeſty,may 
as ſately put a Swor dantoa Madimans hand, | or a Knife into.a Childs, 
as truſt the Merchantsto-traniport Gold. or Silver without your Majes 
ſties licence, aſter it is once landed, 
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molt Excellent Majeſtie : 


And to the moſt Honourable the 


'LORDS of his Martz sriss moſt Honourable 


PRIVY COUNCEL. 
The Humble Petition of 749. VIOLET of London, Goldſmith. - 


Moſt Dread Soveraign! 


L's | A. Your Majeftics moſt Humble and Loyall 
FO vt Subject for your Majefties ſervice humblie pray, 
Þ # [$71 tharthe Eaft- 1diaand Perſia Companie, bring in 
22. their Charter, vhereby yourMajeltie and yourPris 
vie Councel will inform your (elves, by the Charter yourRoy - 
all Father and Grand-PFather paſſed wich what priviledge they 
have granted them, & upon what conditions and reftritions, 

2, That your Majeſtic and your Privie Councel would be 
pleaſed to require an accompt of the Eaft-India and Perſia- 
Companic,of all the lammes of monie, Gold or $'lver, either 
Forrain or Engliſh, which they have ſent into Iadia and Per- 
fra, ever fince July 1620, this is no new thing, for they did in 
1620, give an accompt,and made it by their Books appear,that 
trom the Originall and firſt foundation of their Trade, in 
Amo 1601, to July 1620. they had ſhipped awaie for Indis 
onclic, 5480 gol. - ſterliogin _—_ monies, and ſome Fle- 


miſh 
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miſh and Germane Dollars, which-accampt was preſented in 
Parliament atthattime, 

| 3, Yonr Petitioner deſires your Majeſty to take notice, 
that if the State in Parliament werethen lo carcfull in times 
of peace, and the Trade of the Nation flouriſhing, to call the 
Laft-India Company to an accompt for twentie years, and to 
cauſe them to make their aceompts plainly to appear by their 
Books for twentie years; ſurely, I humbly conceive, your 
Majeſties and your Privy Councell will cxſpe& for the fer- 
vice of the Kingdom, to have-an exa@t accompt of all the 
Treaſure the Eaſt-India and Perſia Companie have exported, 
| and to have themto Produce a juſt accompr, what quanti. 
ties ofGold or Silver they have bought in Holland, and infother 
Forrein placcs, immediately upon their proper accompr;and 
what quantitie of Ewgliſh-melted Silver in Bars, they have 
bought of Gold-ſmiths in London; what quantitics of Gold 
in Bars, they bought of the Guinie and Barbarie Companies, 
what quantities of Engliſh- coined Gold they have ſent into 
the Faſt-Indies, and to Perſia; what quantities of Cardqueg, 
Rix-Dollars, Rials of Spain, orany other Forrein Silver, they 
have boughtup inLondon,of Merchants ,Goldſmiths,or others, 
which without the Eaſt- I1diz Company fo buying;,would 
have been brought into the Mint and coined, tothe great 
augmentation of the ſtock ofthis Nation. And that they be 
;equired to give your Majeſty, and your Privie Counce), an 
Accompt of what- quantity of Spaw(h Piltollets, Dutch Ri- 
ders, Hungarian Duckets,Gold Giiders, Gol.) Albertus of Flan- 
ders, Italian Piſtolets, Turky Sultels, and 21! other Forreig Gold 
and Silver, they have bought up in London, - of Goldimiths, 


Mexchants , Natives , and Strangers , which have not been . 
members - 
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members of their Compente, and tranſported to India 
and Perſia, fince 1620, All which, Lam ſure they have 
perfet Accompts of, And thatthe aforeſaid Companie be re- 
quired to ſend your Mzjeltie,and your Privie Councel, in all 
the Warrants and Licences for their doing of the ſame, and for 
a true dilcoverie of the premilles. 

4. That your Maſefty, and your Privie Councel, would 
require the Books of Enyoies,of the lameLading of everie ſhip, 
ef all the Gold and Silver, in Bars, or Coin, that bath been 
ſent to the EaftcIndies and Perfia, ince 1620, for by them your 
Majeftie and your Privie Councel ſhall ſee what Gold and Sil. 
yereach ſhip carried, and the Ships, FaRtors, and Maſter's 
names, and to what Factorie in Perſia or Indie, and the ſeveral 
years, and ſo your Majeſtie and your Privie Councell will 
quicklie ſee the juſt quancitie to a pennie what they have tranſz 
ported , and in what ſort of Coin, either Engliſh Gold or 
Silver, or Forrein Gold or Silver, for thele fourtie years, the - 


giving your Majeftie and your Privie Councell a true acs 


compt thereof, will be of great concernment tothe Kingdom 
in maay reſpeRs, 

: 5, Thatyour Majeftie and your Privie Councell would 
appoint a Committee to view over the Journal Books : for 
out of chem there will be gathered bulmeſles of greatconcern- 
ment te-the Nation ; atid if ſome able Book-Keepers be ap: 
pointed with me, to take out what I ſhalll obſerve in ther, it 
will tead highly tothe lervice- of your Majeftie and give a ſtop 
to great milchefs that is daily praCtiled on the Kingdom. 

6, If your Majeſtic and your Privie Councet pleaſe to in- 
form your elves by this waie, your Mzjeſtie and your Privie 
Councel will feeclearlie manic other ſecrets, upon perulal of 
TREE E 2 theſe 
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. theſe Books, then I gyill EL; and ſo your Majeſtie:and 
_ > your Pnivie Coun Sep ii be ableco rea:he and ſettle. the 
Trade in aflouriſhiog concition, thapit may be benificiall to 
the Kingdom, and all the Adyenturers, whereas heretofore, | 
.and now as.it ts. manager, none getteth by ir, bur.the-Com.- 
-mittees of the ſaid Companies,. and the Companies: F a- 
| Rors and their Officers. The Adventurers having been blind: 
edeverſince-it was a Companie, :n4 ltd by the noſe by their 
feryants, or elſe how colild. their Factors. and leryants be ſo * 
rich,and the Companie's ſtock ſo poor. , 0 
. 7, May lit pleaſe your Majeſtie and your Fr.vie Counce}, 
I humblie conceive,upon the Examivation of all the' premis 
fes, When that:the_ Books of the Companieate examined, it 
. will befound that the Eaſt: India Companie hath ſent awvaie 
'.the Kivgdoms Cain, both in Gold, and-Silver, -manie hun- 
-dred thauſand pounds morethen ever they, had warrant for 
to do; from your Mgsjz{ties Grand-Fatber or Father, though - 
yaur Majeſtic and: your. Privie Gouncel. hath forgiven it, yes 
Je ought to be prevenced forthe farure this milchief,whichyour 
Petitioner moſt bumblie praies for your Majeſties and .your 
| Privie Counſels fervice,:allo That your Majeſtie and your - 
moſt honoufable- Privie Councel commanga true Tranſcript 
under the handof the Town..Clerk of the Citie of London ; to 
be. tranſmitted to your Majeltie. and yaur Privie Councel, of 
all che Acts, aud Orders of the Common Councel.from the 
year 1638, to the 25, March 1660, It is true, your Majeſtic by 
your gratious .pardoa hath pardoned all offences , but 
for the future there will be great uſe made of their Orders, to 
know by-,what degrees, and ſteps the late confuſions got to 
ahead,and'poiſoned that great bodie of your Citie of--Loxdon, 
RR oe | I hum - 
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rhirmblit faie, your- Majcſke- and yogpmoſt honounble 
Privie Councel will make great uſc e fight of. them, 20 
revent anie the Jike diiturbance again: and co.nip them in 
the bud (this wil befor-the generall good. and quiet ef. the 
whole Kingdom) for as London pipes, fo thegreateſt part of 


- the Kingdom dances, eſpeciallieall Cities and corporations» 


keep the ſpring head clear from being difturbed, the ſtreams 
will. run alwaies clear, they have your Majefties moſt 
gratious-pardon for! what is paſt, bur that gives'them no 
priviledg: toactthe like things again, excherby fraud, feined 
preteaces,or by force, | 

. "The Eafts[udia: Companie. formerlie- having made it 
their common practice by:giving great ſummes of monie for 
Bribes, to have libertie to oppreis the good people of the Na- 
tion,and to have Licence vith Authoritieto deceivetheKing- 
dom. all whichabuſcs, I praie God, by.che wiſdom of your 


Majettie, and your molt honourable Privie Councel, may be 


carefullic found out, and [ſuch Order and Regulation made for 
the future for all Traders, as may be moſt for 'the proſperitic 
of this Kingdom 1n genera]], withoiit anie regard to parti- 
cular Lntereft, when it ſhall be found deftruRive to the King- 


. dom, and your dutifull and loyal Subje& ſhall pray for your | 


Majeftics lotlg and proſperous Reign oyerus, 


Novemb, 2.8. 1660. - 
| Sioned, 
The. Pk 


Gold and Silver, more then they badLicence to ſend;and ſeverall other 
on Thereupon the (ouncel of Trade made theſe Or 
s, 


Die Mercuri Sept. 1. 1650. 
X At the Councel for Trade at White-hall 


Ordered, 


K Flat the Baft.India (ompany be deſired to produce their Origi- 
} nall Charter before this Conncel, | 


Ordered, 

= Bit the Faſt-India Company be deſired to bring into this 
i. M Conuncel, what Licences they formerly have had granted them 
. for the Tranſporting of Bullion, or Coin, ſince the year 1620. 


_ Ordered, 
== Hit the Eat-India Company be intreated likewiſe to produce 
the dire} and true Accempts of all the ſeveral ſummes of 
Bullion and Coin, in any ſpecie to the full, that hath been year- 
ly tranſported by them, ſince the year 1620. 


Ex, Ben. Wotrlly, Secret, 


'But theſe Orders were never obeyed, but ſome of theRump Parlia- 
' mentwas brifd, and no Reformation, I only got the Envy for making 
: | thi 


1-4-4, AI hrotg, 
AX: Icharged the Eaft-India Company before the (ounce! of Trade, 
| 4650, With robbing the Nation of many hundred thouſand pounds of 
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this Diſcovery, T humbly hope the Eaſt-Tndia Companies time of bri- 
bing out oll Bufineſs is expired, now in our Majeſties bleſſed Reign 
Truth ſhall prevaile, eſpecially ſuch as are for your MajeSties Honour , 
and Safety, | 


T ſhall humbly ſhew your Majeſtie the demage theK ingdom fuffered 
by ſending all the Silver to the Eaſt-Indies in Spaniſh mene, before it 
was coed with Kmg Jame's, andKing Chatle's Face, an] the Per: 
culliſſes, as it was coin:din the Reignof Queen Elizabeth, and bum- 
bly recommend it to your Majeftie, and your Privy ( ouncel,to have 
all Silver ſo coined before it goes to the Indies. 

It is for theGreatneſs,. and Four of the King, to bave the Silver, 
his Merchants Trade with, firſt ccined with thePerculliſes,and Kdis Ef- 
figies and Motto, all over the World, For theKings greatneſse is theMere 

' Chapts ſecuritie, and proteftion, and to bemaie of the weight of peicts 
of Eight, end of the ſame Standard,as it was in the ueens time; the 
m7, loſes in point of Conage by not Coining, the Silver is ſent to the 

-Indies, as Queen Elizabeth did, the Eaſt India Companie had 
paid tothe Kings Grandfather,and Father of bleſſed memory,a hundred 
thouſand pounds which would have bin clear profit ſince King James, 

i his Majeſties Exchequer and all bis Officers for Coining payd;ifQueen 
Elizabeths Rale had been obſerved, to Coin all the Silver ſent beyond 
Seas. If the Eaft-India Companie Books be looked over, they have 

ſent abvye ſixtie hundred thouſand pounds inSilver to the Eaſt-ladies, 
fince the firſt of King James in Spaniſh Silver ore monie by farre 
then # at this day inEngland.I bumbly recommend it for your Majeſties 

Flour ani{Profit that your Majeſtie for the future may coin allSilver, 
or Gold, that jo the Indian Prices may ſee your Effigies,and Buv at 
the fight thereof; As Queen Elizabeth made the Merchants to do, or 


elſe they ſhould not ſend ber Silver, The true ſafetie and preteBion f 
the. 


- 
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the Merchant is, that they are Subjeft of ſuch a great King, that cin 

cauſe Juſtice and Right to be done to dis Merchants ,as far as the Seas 
ebbs.and flowes round about the World, it u truly for the Merchants ſes 
<uritie if they would conſider rightly of all things, and love the King's 
Bdonour as well as their own Profit. 


— 


_ 


EE —_ 


Atit Pleaſe your Sacred Mapeſtie, 1 here humbly give your 
M ajeſtie,and your Privy Councel an accompt concerning my 
- - » . ſlaying the Ships Samplon, Salvador, and St. George , 

15, Decemb. 1652. The day the Judges had reſolved in the Admiraltie 
to clear theſe $ hips, their Silver and L ading, there being three hundred 
thouſand pounds in them. I ſaw about that timeDon Alonlo Decar- 
denis the Spaniſh Amb1ſſador Extraordinary , come to the Rump 

Parliament, and owned thrir power, as a free State and Parliament. 1 
heard that many in Amiterdam was playing the ſame prancks there 
with the Prince of Orange, as the Londoners had plaied with Your 
Majeſties Royal Father and your Mi ajeftie, T ſaw the Face. of all things 
look-very ſadly, both in France, Holland and Spain, the Rojall par- 
tie bs baniſhed from home, put togreat extremities abroad, and al- 
moſt inſufferable wants: At which time I had advice from one of Do» 
ver that the three hundred thouſand pounds in Silver in the aforeſaid 
Ships, part of it apprrtained ro Amſterdam Merchants, and other 
parts to Spaniards, aud ſome to Hamburgers; and 1 bal the Copies 
of the Original Commiſſion und-r the Great Seal of Holland, to de 
Wt, and de Ruter, tle Vice Admirals of Holland, to require them 
to guard all Ships coming from Spain to Oftend, or Dunkirk, from 
the Engliih,the Ducc h nd Parliament being at Warre; and this was 
done upon the Petition of the Merchants of Amſterdam, to-the high 
and mightie Lords the States, to guard the Ships fram the Engliſh; 


which 
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which Commiſſion, and Petition at this day remains im the Admiraltie. 
| caſt about bow 1 might firſt divide the pretend. d Conncel of State, in 
D-cemb.15 52, amoneſt themſelves,about thus Silver,in the aforeſaid 
Ships, and ſet them to [tay it, which I knew would ingage the Rump 
Parliament in a forreign War,and fo though the Kings Partie were op- 
preſſed at home, the F ump might waſt ther Souldie: 5, and have more 
hands about their Ears then they were aware of, and in time be beaten 
out of breath, and fo the Royal Partie might riſe agam. 1 divided 


the Councel fo as there was ten for ſending me to the Tower, and 


clexring the Silver, and twelve for the ſtaying the Silver, an4 giving 
me thinks. 1 made fome of my ſecret Friends acquainted with this 
deſign, they approved thereof; and ſo having promiſed ſecretly one to a- 
nother, for it concerned my life. 1 told them from time to time how 1 
Lid my defign, tUl at laſt I ingaged Cromwe] to take up the Silver 
from aboard the Ships, Samplon, Salyador, and St. George, and 
that be would diſ$olve the Parliament; the ſame night that he diſſolved 


the long Parliament, he could not ſleep for it abont the 15. April 


1652, Cromwel ſent Mc Sadler the Town-Clerk of LONDON, 
and Coll Binghans to me, to come preſently to him at the Cockpit, 
to give bim the ( oppies of all the Bulls of theſe Ships Laing , and the 


- value of the Silver which I did; and after he had them, Cromwell 


could nat ſleep till be had the Silver inBark ſteads cuſtedy in theTow- 
er. 1 found bim to be forward ni it, toget the Silver into his poſſefion 
m the Tower, being 2.9. jApril 1653. Oliver | Cromwell ſent a 


guard of Souldiers to ſeize #n the Silver aboard theſe Ships, the Sam - 


plon, Salvador, and St. George,the 20. day of April 1652.Brad- 
ſhaw tore his Hair before me, and « Friend of mine, Bradſhavy 
telling him that Cromwell had undone them all by forcing the Par= 


 liament, and that now be ſaw apperently he Was an undone mait. 


Bradſhaw ſtorming at me Tho, Yiolet, ſaying, 1 w4s the fatallef 
F | 


man 
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#14» that ever. was to theConncel and Parliament "xr faying thi itver and that had 7 
wot ſet the Conncel and Parliament to ſtay this Silver, til that eviry mans claim was 
particularly froved, the Silver had been all Tranſported, and Crime never dvr (# 
have diſſolved the Parliament,had he not got the Silver in theſe Ship) being three | u1- 
dred thouſand pounds into his hands. b 

All which | did premeditacely to ſet them, .and the Councel, Parliament, and 
atogerherby theEars,ro divide and weaken theirCouncels. And I made ſeveral per- 
ſons acquainted with my defign,whoare wel known to yourMajeſtie, both for their 
Service and Fidelity, if 1 be required will name them. Before ever I undertook 
this Buſineſſe, 7 had their advices,and approbarion under ſecrelie, for it had coſt us 
all our lives had ic bin known, had given the Parliament this vomit to undo them. 

This 1 can prove ro be therruth, and Sir 7 ames Harrington, Frances Allty, and 
Tho. Scot uſed to ſay, it was Violet deſtroyed the Parliament, and not Cromwell, 
for had1 not {tayed the'Silver Cromwell durit not have forced the Parliament. But 
whereas DoRor Walk:r,and fome others have declared to ſome Merchants,and o- 
thers of Londen, Iflaved the Spaniard: Silver, and would not conſent to the dif- 
. charge; I wasfo far from hindring the Spaniards of their righc, that I Petitioned 
Cromwell and his Councel to diſcharge the Spaxzaras Silver. But Door Walker 
oPpoſed me'in ir, as appears by Doftor Walkers Cerriftcare tg Cromwerlls Councel. 

Mr. 7ef[ap Cterk of the Parliament delivered to me upon condition I ſhould 
return it to him whenI had done with. it , I humbly pray your Majeſties moſt 
Honourable Councel to take the pains to peruſe it, and they will ſee only Door 
VV alker ſtaid all the Spanizrd: Lilver, 1 ſtayed the Dutch filver. 

At laſt when Gl&v:r-Cromwel ſaw lis Errgr , in taking on himſelf the go- 
vernment ia his ſingle perſon, and in looking after the filver mines in Hiſpaniola, 
and ſeizing upon the ſilver, as1 had- ſet him to do, he curſed me often times bit- 
rerly; Mr. Beck, oft VVeſtminſter, being Oliver Cromwels Solicitor , and Maſter 
Francis Bacon the Maſter of his Requelt : I uſedthem to follicit my buſineſs to 
Cromwel, for topet ſarisfation for my eſtate unjuſtly raken away, bur they both 
told me, he would neverdo nothing for me, for he hated my name and remem- 
brance, and that whenſoever chey moved him of my name goncerning any buſi- 
neſs,he would bei a fage; Mr. Beck,, and Mr. Bacon ſeveral times have asked 
me whecher | could imagine the reaſon ? I rold them No, | wondred at it. - 

But indeed I know the reaſon, he did ſee I had ſet him on thoſe things which 
he'wasnot able to maſter, and, though I put on it the” face of innocency I knew 
fromthe firffhour that Crommerl/ took then 82yo1. into bis cuſtody, that he 
would deſtroy the Parliament,and divide andſubdivide ampng themſelves, till all 
ended in confuſion : I thought: it my dury to give INNS true Accompr 
and can prove it as #foreſmd and ſeveraForberſervices, your Peritioner hach done 
_-for your Majelie, wherejmevery on be veatared his lite for your Afajeſlics fer- 

vice, 'and hever had farthing either ofthe Parliament.or Cromwell, bur expended 
his own'monty for feveral yearso thevalneof fifteen hantrefpounds.Andrwen- 
{ty thouſand poatids taken fromme!tby cheParliamenoas aforgfaid, | here are.many 
of the then Honourable Priſoners in the Tower Can tell your Aajeſtie, how 
ave 7 was always in your Aajeſties Fathers ſervice in the Tower: 7 humbly refer 
my ſelf to this following Certificate for the loſs of my Eſtate. Theſe 
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Heſe are to Certifie, whom it may concern ; That I William 
Du-Gard of London, Clerk, haye known Thomas Vio- 
let of London Goldſmith many years ; *and have been privy 
to his Applications to the Parliament, for reſtoring him to his eſtate, 
taken from bim by the Parliament in 1643. for bis bringing up a Let- 
ter of Peace to the City of London, from Oxford, from bis late 
Majeſtie CHARLES the I, of bleſſed Memory ; And T have feen 
Mr, Violets Original Petitions, Accounts, and Demands of the 


+ Long Parliament, for ſatisfaFtion for bis Eſtate, in Lands, Houſes, 


Offices "Bonds, Debts, Goods, to the Value of above eleven thou» 
ſand pounds ; ſo much bath been confeſſed to me by feveral of the 
Committee of 'F aliament,, that Examined the ſaid Tho. Violets 
ſufferings, that they fownd it fully proved Mr. Violets Loſſes to be 
above the ſumme of eleven thouſand pounds, beſides bis Impriſonment 
and forbearance. And 1have heard ſeveral Parliament men conſeſſe, 
that Mr, Violet was unjuſtly oppreſSed, contrary to Gods Law and 
mans, for being ſequeſtred for bringing up the Kings Letter for. 
+ eace ; and ſeveral Members of Parliament, upon my Solicitation 
premiſed him from time to time ſatisfaFFion, but abuſed bim by delays, 
making him for many years loſe both tinie, and expend much money in 
waiting on them to my knowledge ; but never received farthing from 
them. ala 
[ do further teſtifie, upon the Peruſall of My. Violets Papers, aud 
the Confeſſion of ſeveral of his Neigbhours, who knew him before the 
Near 1643+ that 1 do eſteem his Loſſes tobe far above eleven thouſand 
pownds fince 164 3. befides his Imprijonment, and lofſe of his Calling, 
to bis damage at this time above twenty thouſand pounds, In witneſſe 
whereof T have bereto ſubſcribed my Rad; . -.. TEIET 
p40 Fa --:; WILL, DU-GARD. 
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The ſameis in Effe&certifi:d by ſeveral other Gentlemen, whoſe 
Names are ſubſcribed, vit, | 

' .  « ALEXANDER HoLT of London, Goldſmith. 

/J, - Wurtian Bounrns of London, Brewer. 


#* 3, 
Yr 


PauL SMITH \ | 
Revert EMaRy of London Gentlemen. 
. Wicneſles, 
foſeab Smith. '\ Fohn Wegewood. VVilliam Barnes : 
Paul Edwards. Henry Goldſton. K night ey Freeman. 


em 


A true Coppy ot Doctor atkers report concer- | 


ning.the Silver Ships the 14th of Aprill 1654. 


. To OLIVER. CROMWELSS Counccl. + 
. May itpleaſe your Honours, 
4 ' "I the buſineſs concerning the Ships and Silver goods in the three 
| Ships in the Samſon, Salvader , and S. Grorge upon attending your 
Lordſhips, with Mr. 7jolet, ſeverallparticulars were propoſed, and 
I was direted by your Honours ſummarily, to ſtate them, and to give 
my humble opinion upon every of them. | 
Y The particulars were, 

7.. Concerning the Silver in theſe three Ships, which was the bulk of 
the whole matter upon which I argued, when I procured the 0nus pro- 
bendito be caft onthe other fide. 

X - Mr, Yialet devided it thus, that there was one-Beſcharda Hamburger, 
and one Stephen de Balderes, and one Lewis Fardinandes Hugelo, and one 
Loſa Berona, and; one Mexico Herers, and one Michaell Severino Lozenſo 
de E uncle: ; and one Thomas Sauches, de Uriſe Authenio de Puntho Spani- 
ards, 'and 'onhe' Dony Martin'Native of Galleway in Ireland, that lajd 
particular claims every of them; to'fome parcels of the Silver laden for 
cheiraccompts all whom (as Mr, Yiolet Stated it) came along inthe ſaid 
Ships and have attended their claim; here eyer fince upon the place, in 
making their proofs and ſollicitings ; for bringing it on toa hearing for 
their particulars and areas Mr. Ytolet ſtates it, by their fong attendance 
and ſpetiling in dict and otherwiſe reduced to ſach extremity as they 
.or want are ready to ſtarye, For 


| 
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For theſe Mr. Yiole, hath propoied that hisHighneſs and your Lord. 
ſhips would dire that their claims would come on toa preſent hears 
ing; that fo-what was found to'be juſtly and really theirs might be ad. 
judged them: not onely for their preſent relief, bur for the vindicating 
(as Mr. Violet terms it )the juſtice of the Nation, and preventing any 
Imbargoes abroad for want of juſtice here. - 

Now for this my Lords being as I conceive,rather the prudential part 
thenthe legal, I muſt nor eakeupon me to give any opinion inic, but 
ſubmitir wholly to your Lordſhips to conſider the prudence of it, whe. 
ther you will hold it fir that theſe particulars ſhall come on before the 
reſt of the claims ; for the other Silver inthe ſaid Ships and fo to hardle 
by pieces, or whether to have all the Silver directed by tryall and hear. 
ing altogether, | 

For the reſt being the great bulks of the Silver, Mr. Fiolet propoſed 
that pleas ſhould be put in,to be a ground for Commiſſioners to be pro- 
cured to go into Spainand Flanders to examine witneiles there z againſt 
the ſeyeralclaimers, and their claims ſuppoſing that in reſpeR the Laws 
of Sp4in prohibir the carrying out of Silyer under great penalties, the 
claymors would not dare to own it in Sper, if Commiſſioners for his 
Highneſs, ſhould be ſent over thither and that much diſcoveries would 
there be made, and witnefles be found in Spain if aRive perſons be im: 
ployed and (ent over thither. : 

Mr. Filet propoſed that rhere would be this farther uſe made of ir,by 
procraſtinating the buſineſſes, and gaining of ſo long time as for Com- 
miſſions to go into Spain,and be executed there and returned, 

As to the laſt of theſe it is evident, that it muſt of neceſſity gain time, 
and delay the hearing. 

But whether upon- the main matter, it will produce any thing or 
countervaile the charge, which muſt needs iſſue out of purſe and cannoe 
but be 'vaſt in exceuting ſo many Commiſhons by the Magiſtrates of 
Spain, and imploying ſuch as muſt neceſſarily, be ſent over to look af- 
ter it, I have often told Mr, Yiolez, that I much doubt and muſt ſubmit 
it to your Lordfhips, not daring of my ſclf toventure'upon itz without a 
ſpecial warrant,for ſeveral reaſotis. Ts 

1, Forthat we yet know of never a particular witneſs by name to ex- 
amine wh-n we came thither, 

2-And for that it will be uncertain whether after ſo great acharg ſpent 
to make inquiry there, any politive witneſles would be there or not. 


3. Itany there ſhall be found it will be uncertain whether upon the 
F3 claimors 
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claymors croſs interogatories they may not ſay more againſt us, then 
upon ours for us, being there in a Coutttrey where the claymors will 
inal bkelihood fine more means, friends and opportunities,then thoſe 
that ſhall be ſent over trom hence againſt them, 
4+ For that the claymors have already upon their own Cormmiſit- 
ons, owned their claim; -in Spaiy, and examined wi:nefſes by the 
Magiſtrates publickly'there upon; and therfore no doubt, but they may 
ag4in publickly avow them ar ours, if any new Commiſſions go from 
heacefor his Highneſs : az well asthey did upon their owa claims when 
Commiſſions iffued to Spain, for them whichthey have procured to be 
there ſpeeded and returned back again hither into Court, 

. And therefore what your Lordſhips propoſed to me 2s firſt in ex- 
pedient, thatis, to endeavour that publication for the claimors mighr fo 
paſs, that liberty might be given to fee their proofs, and yet if occafion 
were toplead and examine witneffes nxwichſtanding, which Albeit, 
the rule be that contrary matcer may not be exxmined upon after pub- 
lication and fight of the witneſſes; yet in thole caſes of the Silver inthe 
ſaid three Ships, I have fince I waited upon your Lordſhips, upon de- 
bates with the adyerle Proctors and Councels publickly in Court pro” 
cured ſuch a Salvo by their: conſents to be centred and publication 15 fo 
paſt that now the deſpofitions and proofs for the claimors' may be per- 
uſed, and yetliberty to plead and examine for his Highneſs (if there 
be occaſion jnotwithſtanding, bir there being ſo many Commiſhons 
returned for the claimors, and the depofitions ſo extream long, it will 
ask a good time to puruſe and confider them. | 

"As to the reſt of the goods in thoſe Ships, not being Silver, many of 
them, being much decaycd and periſhed 6G ſo long lying, and ſome bf 
them having becn heard already and for what remaines, I ſee no reaſon 
at all to put off the hearing of them any longer; for that the main charge 
fuſpicions and grounds were againſt the Silver : and had not( as I hum- 
bly conceive) any ſuch reflex upon the Tabaccoes, Hides, and other 

goods; beſides ſuch ſpecial proviſions may be made{as hath alſo been 
aready done in what hath been heard ) that they may have no manner 


_ of confequenceat all,as to any of the Silver. 


And as tothe Ships tliemſclves, vis. The Sampſov, Salvader, and 


'$&. George, for as much as the publick Agent for Hamborough bath 


often preſſed it, that they might be permitted to come to hearing, & for 
that by this long lying, one of the {aid Ships hath been already ſunk in 
the River ; and that if the ſaid Shipsſhould be continued much longer 


 withour 


| 
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without repairingand imployment, ic is publickly ( and hath been of- 17 ay Doſter 
tea) affirmed in Court, that theywill decay, periſh and cometo nothing, ther you or 0. 


I do humbly conceive ſubmitting it nevertheleſs to your Lordſhigsrmnet. had 
thatſor the avoiding of further periſhing of the ſaid Saips, and other $122... v79n 


lading (not being Silver) and for avoiding claimour and ſcandal in de- _ 7 
lay ot juſtice, The ſaid Ships, and remainder of the Iaqing (except the _—_ _ fl 
Silver) may if your Lozdſhips pleaſe, be permitted to come to a hear- 6&0 wels Fil. 
ing and judgement, cal or Judge - 
As for Mr. Violet himſelf, 1 can onely ſay that by ſeverall Orders of A\2rt®) 
the former Councell of State ; he was direc. to lollicite and look after paid me as you 


this buſineſle of the Silver Ships,and that he hath often attended and ©**be Xenti(b 


men for de- 


ſpoken in Court, and many times repaired to me, and conſulted abont chring forth: 
ir; and that it hath appeared to me(and may alſo ro-your Lordſhips by Kg. I was 
peruſing what he hath printed) he bath ſpent much time aboutit, and | —_— 
verily bclieve bath drawn much envy upon himſclf, and rnn ſome has you by ſeveral 
zard and danger and ſpent his own monies in going up and downto 7 w _ 
make his enquiries. But I cannot determine what the produce or effeR ;emembred 
thereof will be, or amount unto untill fome particular and poſitive haw you fer- 
proofs be brought iz toprove the silver, orat leaſt ſome part thereof, 4 E 
really and truely ro belong to ſome Hollander, ſpecifying their names, Wilkams inthe 
and the parcclls, aud diſcovering the fraud, in colouring it in other 2chamber. 
feign:d names. . —_— Gow: 
- Foras I have humbly declared nnto your Lord(hips, for as much gs *! nc the 
the 0nus proband; is by Law caſt upon the claimors. The xefefit is, that ,zu14 never 
for ſo much as the claimors ſhall not pofitively and certainly make ipc- give mee any 
ciall and particular proofs of : there the judganent will be for confiſ= ing 3nofer 
cation in default of their proof, in reſpe & of the Ons Proband; ſo caſt; © would be ad- 


| Butfor ſo much as the claimors ſhall make,8 have made poſitive par- viſed by me & 
ticular 8 concludent proofs,ot their real property. There I humbly con- Fins -* after 


ceive unleſs more proofs be brought.in, then.yetare, or that Mr. Yielet they bad rok- 
can bring in cerrain and particular proofs, to encounter the other Þ<9 me 9! all 
© + | - —_ =, my eſtate they 
that in references 21 arguments will be of no moreForce, then Tye could finger, [ 


caſting of the 02us probendi al me will do of it ſctf, fo that {| dafe #45, reſolved 


not take upon me to give any opinion, But muſt leave the conſidera- 6.2 1guics to 
tion of Mr, Yiclet and his ſervice to your Lordſhips. be cevenged of 


; All which I hambly Submit _ 2 _ it 
April 14.1654. Walter Walker. bh ous =» 
ſtroy both the 
_ Parliament a"d Cromwel. Gol it was {that incouraged me and blinded th:m,*hat they ſhould ever rruſt a mans 
_ advice that they hid rvined. They ſhou!d bave remembred char advice,Truſt not a pretended reconciled adver ſary 3 
| efpecially keeping him {rom his eftate,as they d:d me to this day to my dammape Twenty thouſand pounds. 
Sir Men'y Vane junior having a better noſe than the reſt, ever ſaid | was not to be truſted,telling Bradbaw I had 
ſeveral tim:s made my application to him,but be wou!d have nothing co do with me : and whea I ſtayed rhe 
Silver, Vane moved to ſcnd me to the Tower 3 for (ſaid he at the conncil) this Villain will ſet us again al 
the wor!d 2t once,to bring in the King of Scors; | wonder the Council claps him nor vp. Ther« upon it was pur 
ro the qneſtion : whereof 10 of them w .re for liy'ng me in priſon, and 1: for giving me thanks ; all thoſe 
thit werz of the thin Council of Scate k12ws tais ro b2 trve, Thac I made a fraftion berween Bradſhaw 
id Vane. C omwel and Bradſbaw with the r<ſt of their party about the Raying the Silver, but Vane, Strick- 
UMI | and Neoil were forlerting of ic g>. This Silver which 1 ſtayei was rhe only caoſe of blowing up the 
ang Parliamzar, wh.ch [ k12s ac hu time an Army of 40200 men could nor haye done. | ; 
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By Command from King CHARLES the Firſt, of bleſſed Memory, as ap. 
s byWarrant under his Royal Hand and Seal, I cauſed theſe men following to 
be fined in the Star-Chamber, for tranſporting Gold . nd Silver, a- d cull ng and 
melting down the heavie Coine of the Nation. 


The 25 of Ian. 12. Car. i Th. 17th.of Febr.12 Car: 
Charles Frank. 40001. ' Peter Hern 2 000 1. 
Robert Ellis 4,000 |. fohn Tere 2000 |. 
Tſaac Romeer 3000 1.. Timothie Eman 20001. 
facob Delew ' 1000 |. | l aac Brames 10001. 
Roger - Fletcher + TOOO!. ' Henry Futter 5ool!. 
Richard Cockram 10001, | Henry Sweeting 5ool. 
7ohn Parrat : 10001. John P.rrin ICO |. 


The Total of the ſaid Fines amount to the ſumme of 2.31001. 


This Sentence awed the Tranſporters of Gold, rfl theſe Troubles, they durft 
not tranfportGold or Silver,for fear I ſhould meet with them. 

Sir John Wollafton Knight, and William Gibs Eſquire, both Aldermen of the 
City of Lowdoy, being informed againſt in this Information, by the then Attur- 
' ney-General, procured a Pardon from your Majeſties Royal Father, and ſo were 
dif barged. Theſe two villains betrayed your Royal Father. 1643. As aforeſaid. 

And Mr. Peter Fountain, who was informed againſt for Tranſporting of Gold 
by me, procured his Pardon upon paiment of 1100]. to the Lord of St, Alkaxes, 
then Maſter Jerwy». And all theſeI did bring toa Trial, at my own charge. 

That beſides the fourteen offenders ſentenced iu the Srar-Chamber, and par- 
doned, as aforeſaid, thereare many other Merchants, Gold-ſmiths, and othess, 


that have tranſported Gold and Silver out of the Nation. 


Die Mercuru 1 Sept. 1647. 


the Committee of the Navie to conſider of, aud take ſome effeftual courſe to 
prevent the Tranſportation of Bullion ont of the Kingdom : and ſpeedily to re- 


O Riered by the Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, T hat it be referred to 
port what they have done herein, to the Houſe. 


H. Elfing. Cler. Parl, 
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May it pleaſe your Majeſty , to peruſe your Royal Fathers 
letter, which I have printed in this book, folio 14, wherein his 
late Majeſty of glorious memory, commands me that Iſhould not dil. 
cover the tranſpotters of Gold and Silver to the Parliament, without his 
Majeſties eſpecial licence, His Majeſty knew the fines and compoſiti- 
on of the offenders would bring the Parliament in great ſmms of mo- 
ney, which they would then imploy agiialt him, being then upon the 
point tocall the Scorch then to invade the Kingdom of England, deſtroy 
his Majeſty ,and the Royal party. 

At the ſametime I had in the Parliarnent my Patcnt under examinati- 
on in the Houſe of Commons, for an Otfice I have for two lives, ug- 
der your Royal Fathers great Seal of England, for the cfſaying and ſeal= 
ing all Gold and Silver Wire,and Silver,and Gold Thrid, and to war- 
rant the ſame to the Weaters, that it be good Silver, and adue 
proportion of Silver to Silk, This Patent was commanded by Sir Ro- 
bert Harlow, being Chair man toa Committee, ro be brought into the 
Houſe and referred toa Committee, who after ſeveral daics hearing re- 
ferred all partics to the Law, concerning the regulation of Gold and 
Silver wier, 

And 1 juſtified my Patent to be for the good of the Kingdom in gene« 
ral, and that ir ſaved fifty thouſand pounds a year by my faid office, 
and by my regulation and tying the workmento work good Silver, iand 
a due proportion of Silver to Silk ; 'and this I humbly ſay at this day to 
be true, as I will prove it at the Council for Trade, 

+ There was a Committee appointed, and Pim, Hamden, Whittaker, 
Corbet, &rc0 article with me for to diſcover the tranſporters of Gold 
and Silver, and if I would do that, and raiſe the Parliament monies by 
the fines of the offenders, then I was by their procurement that the com- 


mittee of Parliament ſhould report the legalcy and juſtice of my aforeZ 


ſaid Patent 2nd Office z and it ſhould have been confirmed by Parlia- 
ment, but firſt I was toraiſe the Parliament fourty thouſand pounds by 
the fines of the tranſporters of Gold, 

This agreement was made between the Committee of Parliament 
and me, inthe Courtof Wards , about the roth. of November 1643. 
and I prepared to make my diſcovery accordingly. But then, may 
it pleaſe your Majeſtie , comes your Majeſties FathersLetter, of bleſled 
memorie, and commands me not to do this ſervice for the Parliamene 


at my petil,as I have it to ſhew under his Majeſties hand and Seal. There- 
upon preſently 7obeyed his AT ES and choſe Poverty and Loy. 


alt y 
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alty before Riches, and to bea Rebel for my Loyalty 1 bave been meft 
Barbarouſly uled. 


I told the Committee, that upon enquiry after the buſineſs, 1 found 
the Frenchand Dutch Merchants , and ſtrangers, that had tranſpor- 
ted the Gold and filver out of the Nation; were removed from Do- 
ver, and I could not for the preſent do them that ſervice I had promiſed 
- them, 

Whereupon Whittaker and Corbettook that but fora lam, and ſaid, 
I-was your Majcſties Royal Fathers Spic, a Cavalier, and a Malignanr, 
and moved the Houle 8gainſt me. and they ſent me to the Kings- 
bench; and there remained a Priſoner, till I made an exchange for 
Mr. Heſterig, then Priſoner at Beaver Caſtle 1643, in December, 


In Faxuary after his late Majeſtic bad exchanged me ,. preſently he 
commands me to bring upthe Letter atoreſaid, from his late Majeſty to 
the Citizens of Londew, which I did, and the ba: barcus abuſes which I 
received from Citie and Parli-mcnt, for bringing the fame vp, 1 have 
humbly declared, 


My humble requeſt unto your 1aieſty is, that you would be pleaſed to obſerve, 
4l my ſuffering is only for my loyalry to your Maieſties Roya! Father, would 1 
have obeyed the Parliament, and diſcovered the Tranſporters of Gold at that 
time, 1643. 1 hadinioyed all my eſlate, and been ſetiedin the Office which ] have 
for two Lives for the regulating Gold and Silver. Thred and Wyer.. 


And all this damagel ſuffered for obeying your Maieſtres Royal Fathers com- 
mand, to my damage at this day above twenty thouſand pounds : Ay moſt hum- 
ble Petition to your Majeſty is, Th-t ſeeing I was opprefled and traduced by the 
wranny of Sir Henry Vane junior, Sir Arthur Haſclrig, ard Mr. *r. Joby, they 
_ the principa] Acors that ruined me, that I may have by your V a{elſties 
goodneſs, bounty, and mercy, allotted out of Sir Arthar Haſelrigs, and Sir Hew- 
ry Vanes eſtates ſuch ſatisfaction and reparation as your Majeſty in your Roy- 
al wiſdom ſhall think. fit and juſt for my ſupport, after ſo fad an oppreſſion for 
my layalty to your Royal Father, the petition tothe Parliament, and my charge 

inſt Vaxe, St. obs, Haſterig, was put into the Parliament before your Maje- 
Res gracious Letter from Breda, the L ords in Parliament ordered meto reſpite 
wy Petition to them, until your Maiefties bappy arrival into England, ard ever 
fincel watched my opportunity to ſhew what I have done and ſuffered for your 
Royal Father, and what I can and will do for Your Majeſties Royal ſervice, if you 


pleaſe to command me, I am at your ſervice, as far as my life and eſtate will go 
| ay 


(4s) 


MY it pleaſe your Majeſty, in the year 1636. your Majeſties Royal Father 
j gave Alderman Yollaſton, and Alderman Gibbs his Gratious pardon, 
Sir Henry Mildmay, and the Company of Goldſmiths, charged Alderman YYel- 
laſton for buying the Kings {tollenPlate;and Alderman Gb4,for refining and melt= 
ing of Silver contrary to the Lawes, as will appear in the Records of the Counce!- 
Table, about Aarch 1635. Had not his Royal Majeſty of bleſſed memory 
pardoned the then Lord Major Wollaſton, the Law had hanged him before 
ever he had come to have been Lord Major of Londox ; OY then he ſhould 
have prevented this YY-laſton trom be ng ſuch a Traitor to his Majeſty, the 
P:overb faith, Save aT bief from the gallows and he will hang thee : This VV olla- 
ſton proved a bloody <nemy to th2 King to his dying day, and Gibbs as bad as he, 
bur is yet living, 

tor as ſoon asever1 delivered his Majeſties Meſſage unto my Lord Major, he 
ſent for his fellow Traicor Alderman Gibbs, and they pteſently concluded to make 
Sir Hexry Vane junior, Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Mr Sollici-or St. febn, and Francis 
Allen, acquainted with the Kings Letter, and ordered preſently to apprehend 
me, Sir Baſil Brock, and Mr. &:/y to ſeize upon our Eſtates and ſequelter us : 
And ſo preſently I was that night apprehended, and for four years ſo uſed, that 
never any man that brought up a Letter from any King of England to London, for 
a Peace, was ſo barbarouſly and cruelly uſed, chat Evening the aforeſaid perſons 
and ſome others examined me, they carried me to Goldſmiths Hall, they ſent for 
Sir Baſil Brock, and Mr. Rily , and Sr. fohy the Kings Sollicitor cauſed all our 
Pockets to be ſearched, and tound their Letters in Sir Baſs/ Brooks and Ri/zes, but 
none in mine, and as Sir Boſ Brock, preſented him wich the Kings Letter, which 
I brought up from Oxford; St. Fobn asked Sir Bafil Brock, for another Letter, 
which the Kings Majeſty bad ſent up, the day before I went to Oxford to preſſe 
Rily and his party, toac their buſineſs as ſoon as they could, with a Letter from 
my Lord George Digby, which the Officers found about Sir Baſil Brook, Touch- 
ing this buſineſs when they had theſe Letters, St. Fohns, Vane, Haſelrig, Mr. Allen, 
Lord Major Wellaſton, and Alderman Gibbs, and ſeveral others, made themſelves 
very merry with them. There was Mr. ?acksos the Eſſay -Mafer of Goldſmiths 
Hall, a very honeft man, and one that ſaved my life at that rime, in diſcovering to 
me what was confeſſed by R:ly, that he had not diſcovered any thing, and that 
the aforeſaid Committee were reſolved to face me down Rilie had confeſſed all, 
and ſo would have me to diſcover, and I ſhould have mercie. 

They found in Mr. Rilies pockets Reads two Letters aforeſaid, and threatned 
him to have him racked, if he would not diſcover the bottom of the buſineſle, 
and who they were inthe Cirie, that plotted to oppoſe the Scots coming in. 

But there was an Oath of Secrecy amongſt them all, and R/ie knew them all, 
bnt 1 was not privy tothe number that was but only to a with Sir Baſil Brock, 
Read, and at Oxford with his Majeſtie, the Queens Majeſtie, the Dutcheſs of Buc- 
kingham and Lord Digby, and to bring the Kings Letter from Ox fora. 


Had Rily but confeſſed thoſe o——” in London that wete privie with him 
2 : . L 


% 
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in this buſineſs he had made many ſcore of men in the City of Londoy, loſe 
their Lives and Eſtates. 

And had the Lord Major YVYollaſton concealed the buſineſs twenty four 
hours, it had been out of his power to have ſtopped this deſign for peace : His 
late Majeſty of blefled memory ro!d me at Oxford, That Ri/y had ſent him down 
by one that came purpoſely to Read from London,a Liſt of above two hundred of 
the principal men that had ingaged in this buſineſ*, every man upon an Oath 
ot ſecreſie : Thelate King commanded meto tell Mr. R:i/ze Scontmaſter-gene- 
ral of the City, that he ſhould follow his tormer Directions, which was to be 
careful whom he imparted this buſineſs ro, and to treat with them ſeverally, and 
uot together, for all their ſecurity depended thereon, that it did concern all our 
Lives and Eſtates to be circumſpe& : We had ſormer Preſidents to make us wa- 
ry, Tomkins and Challener and others, and though he was careful of all his Sub- 
jects, yet of thoſe that were moſt forward to ſerve him, he was moſt tender tha: 
they ſhould venture themſelves, telling me he did know more of this deſign then 
I did, byGods bleſſing it will rake faith his Mjeſtre,] have laid it fo with Mr Ry, 
that1 am aſſured of a happy ſucceſs, go thy way,! will make thee a man, and tel! 
my Lord Major, and Mr. Rilie,l will make them famous for ever. R:ly was by al! 
parties truſted to carry on this deſign, and had not the fins of the Nation pre- 
vented us of ſuch a mercy ( for it was not Gods time) for our deliverance, there 
was never in all theſe troubles adeſign for putting anend to the War withour 
bleodſhed, ſo Jaid and contrived as Sir Baſi! Brock, Col. Read, Mr. Rily, had laid 
every man his part ſeyerally; and ſo ſecretly, that though the principal mea in 
the City were ingaged in the buſineſs to make the City of Loxdox to declare for 
the King, and to oppoſe the Scor-s invading of En g/ard, and the Cities Declara- 
tion which they intended to publiſh,| brought it to hisMajeſty my ſelf1643 and re- 
ceived my Orders and Directions thereupon my ſelf from his Majeſty, and the 
Queens moſt excellent Majeſty, the Dutcheſs of Buckingham, and the Lord Georgs 
Digby his Majeſties Secretary and Coll.Read, were only privie to this buſineſle, ro 
my knowledge,at the Conrt,and no other. 


Two Letters of Col. Read's, ſeit ro Mr. Thes- 
philus Rily, Scout- maſter of the City of London, from Oxford, 


to incourage the Common-Councel of the City of Lmndon, 
to P ctition his late Majeſty for Peace, and to confider the {ad Eff:Gs 
that would follow, upon the Scots invading England. Jan. 1643. 


SIR! 
Wrote to you formerly but never had any Aiſwer,T aſſure you faith- 
| fully I bave not been wanting to do wh:t yiu deſired (as you may 
perceiv by the effefts Jerifyou bave not your defare,blame your ſelf, 
| Fr. and 


The Queens 


and vive me leave to tell you, that if you negleft the opportunity now of+ moſt Excel- 
fered to you, it may be you (hall never have the like again; for. I have —_— 


ven | | 4 { being ſen 
made thoſe whom you have given Juſt occaſion to be your worſt friends, (idetagne 


to be-yonr beſt,and the only inſt: wnents to procure what here is ſent yok, ford, by order 
, . ' ie an 
and bz you confident ſhee ſhall flill be ſo, provided you do your part; consſome others 


fider [ beſrech you, What agap is opened by bringing in of the Scots — _ 
for the deſtrufting of this Kinglom, if there be not a Peace (which [«* Dremb, 


1643,) did 


prayGod Almightie to ſer: | ſpredily) you muſt expett Armies of Strang moſt earneſtly 
wy , . LY de tor 
ers from ſeveral Places , who are now preparing, who certainly at their the Gat 
coming in will over-run the whole K jmgdom,and when it is paſt remedy, mo 
you will ſee your own Errors, arid therefore to prevent more miſery then p99 replieds - 
. . : - chic he bad 
I am able to expreſſe to this deplorable Kingdom, and the effuſton of the chere the belt 


: : , . d ub- 
bloud of thouſands of men,women, ani children, which muſt mevitably ja. oi _ 


; be this Summer; apply your ſerves in a1 hum5le ad ſubm'[ſive way to —_ m— 

his Maj-ſtie, whom Iknow you will finde ready with Arms outeftretch- a 
5 Ween 1Cdsz 

ed to receive you to favor and mercy, and grant you favors,even beyond Yutet ic ſhall 


. . , . b ny 
your expeFtation. Defer n2 time (for God's ſake) and what you will (;,,8. ne. 
. "BE . . : | q ha Me 
do, d1 it ſþ:edily,T ſay again,4o it ſpeedily, for reaſons, I may not write, men ta come 


Oxford Dec, 10,15 JO with a Periti 
og :orh< King 
ms ___ enncmanang—_s > 4. ſhe well 


” a:comodare! , 


TT _ ardhavea 
| Col. Read's Paper ro Mr. Rilie, Scoutmaſter =01 Craiow 


An'wer to all 


\ "ew C WT th:ir joſt de- 

of the City O Lo DON, * - mands, God 
bleſſ: chem, & 

SIR! God increaſe 


their number, 


[ſure you that T bave nat been wanting to further your good deſt- and thereupon 
s, and if it be not your own faults, I make no doubt but things ipill Maje” agen 


- . . l. : 

have an bappy iſſue;for I finde thoſe that are moſt concern. d in it 'for- — 
© © "kerchief omof 

.. hs pocker,and 

the tears Nnod in the Kings eyes, which male both Real and IT fall a weeping, and rh*reupon the Queen 
commanded Col, Xrad:o |itt up the Hr: gings,to (ce no body Roof behinde the Haggings rohear whar ſhee 
laid, which Read dd, and when 1ke Quecnſ:e no boy behind: the Hangings; Ah iote faid ſhe the King 
zndlam in a moſt ſal condition, we have 1 raytors abut us, that watch all our Words and Agions, we 
ſcak noting, nor do nothing, but itis ſcat vpro'the Parliament, and they in 'e-pret ic inthe worſt Sence: 
The Queens Majefly at that time was very i1),and lookr very ca: e ul'y. and was nothing bur Skin and Bones. 
Go! :c thanked for the bleſſed ciange that is bere ar this daj, the Kings Majeſty ker Sun, in the Throne of 
b's Royal Fa ter,and King of the hearts of b's People; theſe rwo Papers was found in Rities pockets, and 
was printed by Order of Parliament, and Col. Keadchiiged to be a Jeſuitey 1 am ſure of it theſe Papers makes 
ima wtue Proph.t,l ſavedReads lite in gettin 8 hi e:.changed of che General Eſex by a wrong name, 


'ward endugh. Refleft now upm the miſerle of the timer, and upo1 the 
groans and ſufferings of thoſe you ſee not, which yet have been nothing to 
what they will be, if not ſpeedily prevented by a Peace, which to obtain © 
Theſerch you, let it not only be your own care, but the care of all thoſe 
you love, or have power with,otherwiſe be confident of a pnerall ruine 

which certainly will be mevitable both to your ſelves and poſteri 40. Ja. 
therefore take it into your ſerious conſuderation, and let no cauſl:ſs jea. 
louſtes hinder you to apply your ſelves in an humble and ſubmiſſive man. 
ner to bis Majeftie, who 1 am ſure will yet look upon you with a g-acious 
eie; loſe n1 time, for the longer you delay, it may prove the more diffis 
cult, no doubt. 


This laſt Letter I Tho. Violet delivered from R:ad at Oxford, 
to Mr. Riliem London Deceb, 20,1649. 


This Coll. Read TI got exchauged by a wrong name, for a private 
Souldier, at the intreatie of Sir Baſil Brook, who told me I ſhould do 
a very 200d ſervice for bis Majeſlie, and the Queens Majeſtie, to get 
Read to be diſcbarged, but that muſt be done by @ wrong name, or elſe 

aid Sir Ba(ilBrook theParliament wonld never admit of his exchang, 
I did effeF it, and ſent this (oll. Read to the King at Oxtord, upon 
condition be would returne to Mr. Rilie the Scout-maſter of London, 
how he found his Majeſtie inclined to receive a Petition from the ("ty of 
London for peace, that they would declare themſelves for a prace,and 
Petition bis Majeſtie for a ceſſation of Arms; and an accommodation bee 
tween the late King of Glorious memory. And 1 Tho. Violet was ſent 
down to Oxford Decemb.29 1643. to bring up bis Majeſties Grati- 
ous Letter, the Copie of the Citie of Londons deſire, being ſent to his 


late Mejeſtie, wherein they defired upon the Copie I brought to Oxford, 
to 


\d (3) 

to bave his Mafeſtie direRed bis Nu tothe Militia of London, but 
| bis late Majeftie would not own the Militia, #0 treat with them as the 
Militia of the Citie, becauſe bis Majeſtie told me at Oxford they were 
not impowred by bis Commiſſion, and he would not own them: I told his 
late Majeſtie, and the Lord Oighbie, it was contrary to my infirutti- 
ons which I received from Mr. Rilie, to alter the ſuperſcription of His 
V ajeſties Letter,but ſeeing dis Majeſtie would not but direft hisLetter, 
Te. our Lord Mayor and Aldermen of our City of Lindongand 
all other our wcll affected SubjeRts of that our Citie, I would 
venture my life to bring up this Letter to London, and going according 
to my inſtruftions Treceirved from his Maieſtie, to acquaint Wolla- 
ſton then Lord Mayor of London,and AldermanGibbs,they cauſed 
me ſome few houres after 1 was yon from them, to be apprehended upon 
a ( hargeof High Treaſon. | 


COm— 


Ay it pleaſe your Majeſty to perulc this enſuing Narraive, viz, in 
Sepr.165 7.1 being fick ſeat to Bradſhaw to write to the preten- 
ded ProteRor Cromwell, thit if he would not pay me the cle- 
ven thouſand pounds he promiſed me, to pay me ſome conſiderable 

fum for my ſupport. Braaſhaw at that time wrote to Cromwell very car- 

neftly to pay me a conſiderable ſum in parc, uſing this as his argument, 
and telling Mr Beck (Cromwels Solicitour) Mr Tho. Hewet, and Mr Tate 
my Chirurgeon (who were all three by when Bradſhaw wrote tothe 
prerended Protetor about me) Bradſhaw ſaid, Remember my ſervice 
ro my Lord Frote&tor, and dcfirc him in my nameto pay Yiolet a conſi- 
derable part of his money for his ſupport,according to his quality ; my 
Lord ProteQor knowes not Yioler fo well as I do: If the man ſhould 
eo to Charls Stuart, he would do us more miſchief than a hundred 
thouſand pounds would do us good t there are ſome Kings would give 
an hundred thouſand pounds for to have ſuch an Engine for their turn, 
and they knew him as well as Ido, This meſſage was ſent to Cromwel 
from Brad/baw by Mr Beck the P roteRors Solicicour ; Mr Hewer , Mr: 

Yates, and thele Gentlemen ate all in Lexdoz to juſtific this to be true, 

Mr Beck uponthis meſſage moycd Mr Francis Bacon, the maſter of 

- the Requeſt, tomove Cromwel the ProteRor effeually about me., and 


; (54) _ 4s 
he would alſo move him. z which they did, and they both told mee 


when my name was but mentioned for my money [I petitioned for, 
Cromwel was {o incenſed againſt me,that he beſtowed all the bad words 
inthe world, and ſaid, that he took me to be a dangerous perſon, and an 
ArrantVillain againſt him; and,in a word (faith Mr Bacon and Mr Beck) 
he takes thee to be anArrant Knave. They often asked me if I could ;« 
magine the rea{on that the ProteQor,and ſome of his Council, was ſ'o 
bitter againſt me, that they never heard man have a worſe character 
than Cromwel did give me, and ſome of his Council that were intimate 
with him, as Tharloe, &c. I replyed, I recc ived good for cvil, the Pro- 
rectors payment to me is not currant to revile me for venturing my life 
in his ſcrvice,and laying outo: my purle 15 001. toget him 2782501, 
ſo much money Baxter paid him clear for the filver I ſtaid him in the 
ſhips Sampſon, Salvador and St George, as will appear by an Ordinance 
of Parliament for Baxters diſcharge for the payment of that money, 
I knew Crowwels reaſon, but would not tell itto them, For. 1 found 
(when it was too late) he knew he had undone himſelf, by ſeizing on 
this Silyer and breaking up the Parliament , and that I was the fatal In- 
ſtrument that adviſed him to take the Silver into his own cuſtody, either 
under the Banquetting houſe to lodg ic, or in the Tower, He did be - 
fieve | did it innocently and for his good ; for had he believed I had 
done (as truly I did) malitiouſly to deſtroy him, he would have cauſed 
me to have been torn in pieces, 

Mr Strickland asked one Capt. Sway, a Gentleman of Xeyt, an inti- 
mate friend of mine, what he thought I was, and whether I was not a 
Gavalcer ; S#rickland telling Captain Swan, Many of us ofthe Coun- 
cil of State take Yiolet to be a ſly and dangerous fellow, he is alwayes 
preſenting Propoſitions unto us which may bear double Interpretati- 
ons ; he pretends forthe Councils profir, but I am ſure it is for their 
danger he hath ſtaid Three hundred thouſand pounds in Silver and 
bath ſer us together by the ears 2mongſt our ſelves, and with Holland : 


Cromwel and Bradſhaw roakes ule of him , promiſing him ſrom day to | 


day to give him his Eſtate, br: they but abuſe him;they will never give 
him a farthing. I heard Bradſhaw ſay, I could wiſh Yiolet had his Eſtate 
or the yalue, but there is no truſting him therein, If he ſhould run tothe 
King of Scots, he would dous more miſchief than a hundred thouſand 
pounds. Kcep him poor, and that will keep him honeſt to us - for if he 
had his Eſtate, he would be with the King of Sco#7, 


The 


UMI 
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The King of France hath a ſtanding. Councel 
for to Regulate his Mints, and to hinder the 
Tranſporting of Gold or Silver. 

V Vere thelike Orders ſetled inEngland,it would 
be for your Majelties ſervice, and keep your 
Majeſties Mint on work. 


N an Ordinance and Declaratim of the King of France, printed at 
Paris, 30. OFF 1640,F11.8,9. 


IW: expreſly forbid, that all Materials of Gold or Silver either coins 
edor uncoined, ſhall not be bought and ſol at higher Rates, then is ex- 
preſly ſet down m this Declaration, which doth declare the true value 
that muſt be paied for the Mark of Silver, : 


We expreſl, forbid every one of what qualitie or condition ſoever ,to 
Tranſport out of our Kingdom any Gold or Silver, coined or uncoined, 
or any other Goldſmiths work, upon penaltie of forfeiture of the Mate- 
rials and Merchandize, and other things therein they ſhall be found to 
be packed up in, beſides the penaltie of fiftie poun4s, and bodily puniſh» 


ment. 


H In 


{.(46) 
In an Oxpixnancs and PLaccarr, 


For the Regulating of the Aint.; Publiſhed in 
Bruſſels the laſt day of May, 1640. 


| ARTIC. XI. 


E bave elſs forbidden, and forbid by theſe preſents every one, of what quality or con- 

dition ſerver, . as well our Subjedts as otbers, 10 tranſport any Gold or Silver from 
benceforth out of our Lands, dire&ly or indire(ly, or to cauſe the ſam? to be tranſported, 
Minted or unmiuted, without having obtained from us before band expreſs leave and 
conſent to ds tbe ſame, upen penalty Ferfeirere the Gold and Silver and Bullion, ard to 
pay beſedes the double worth, as alſo the Waggons tat ſbal{ willingly heve conveyed the 
ſamiegthe offenders to be baniſhed ont of our land for five years, and the ſecond time for ever. 


Ordinance and Placcart at Bruſfelsthe 18th, of March, 1643. 
ARTIC. LVII. 


E expresly forbid any perſon of what quality or condition ſoever to buy or ſell any 
«ld or Silver, either Bullion or currant, at « bigber price then the Ordinance of 


eur ſad Mint permitietb, upon pe nalty of the forfeimure of all Gold and Silver the firſt time, 
the ſecand four times as much and ſevere correttion, 


'* Placcart and Ordinance for Flanders and Antwerp, 4 Ocob. 1585, 


E forbid and interdi expresly that no one of what quality, or degree, or condition ſoe- 
ver, (ball tranſport or carry any Gold or Silver of our Coins or Bullion, melted or in 
maſs, nor any Gold or: Silver to coin money, upon forfeiture of the ſaid Gold and Silver, 
befides two bundred Gold Roſe Nables, for every Mark, of Gold, and twenty Golden Roſe- 
Nobles for every Mark of Silver, ard the ſecond time to be bodily puniſped. 


; ARTIC, XIII. 


eA Nd we do expresly forbid all and every one beuceforth to buy or ſell any wares of Gold 


or Silver money at «bove the price of the Mint ; for profit or gain, upon pain o = 
| eller 


_— 9_— 
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[ reit the pieces ſold, and the buyer as much 48 the ſeller; befides,-for the firſt 
foltr fort = ſeller to forfeit rhreeſcore pounds, and the third time to be erbirrarity 


puni ſbed. 


Placart and Ordinances concerning the general courſe and regulating of 
the Mint and Monies, as alſo concerning the Exchangers, Refiners, 
and Goldſmiths, and others in the united Provinces, 1646. 


ARTIC, XI. 


ANd as for the Gold and Silver money whoſe valut is rated by this Ordinance, we ex- 
preſsly forbid every one to preſent or pay, or receive the ſame at bigher rates then are 
bere erdered,upon forfeiture of ſuch money ſo exchanged, beſides arbitrary puniſhment. 


ARTIC.XV. 


VVE forbid every one to cull any Gold or Silver moneys, 10 ſort the weighty and goed 
ones, from the light, for private and particular prefit upon pain of forfeiture, vr to 
buy any Silver for Work at bigher rate then the Ordinance, upon pain of forfeiture double 


the value. 
ARTIC. XVIL. 


V VE expreſsly forbid from benceforth to tranſport or cauſe to be tranſporied out of ur 

aboves ſaid Province towards any ſtrange Mints, any Gold or Silver, Menies or 
Maſs or Ingots fit to coin money, upon pain of Gonfiſcation of the aboveſaid money and 
materials : And befide the penalty of 100 golden Angelots upon every mark of Gold, and 
20 Angelots for every mark of Silver, beſides for the ſecond time to ſuffer bodily puniſh- 


| ARTIC. XXIL 


VVYE forbid from bencefprih every one to melt any Gold or other Moneys of ber M#* 
1 ſtie of Englands ftamp,valued by theſe Preſents npon penalty of life and good®» 
and the monies that ſhall be light, ſhall be brought to the Exchange according 10 he old 
Cuflome. Tf the Merchants pleaſe they may ſend ts Amſterda, and have all theſe P10 
clamations, and tbere they will ſee whether theſe Laws are not made according to tbe dates 
here oboveſaid, in France, Flandcrs, Holland : The whole buſineſs I bumbly ſabmit at 
your Majefties aud your Priviy Conncels feet, and bumbly pray, 1 may ever live to ſee this 
Royall Prerogative cf giving leave to tranſport Gold and Silver to be only in the Power 0 
your Majeftie, and your moſt Honoxrable Privie Ceuncily that the Merchants greatneſs 
may be as a Handmaid to your Sacred Majefty, «nd at your command always. Ne” 
Olt= 
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POSTSCRIPT 
Do deſire the judicious Reader to pardon 


the miſtakes of the Preſs, and to mend them 
with his Pen, and the diſorder of forting my 
Notes, being ſtreightned in time, and fane to uſe 
two Prefles for expedition, leaſt the Merchants 
ſhould have ſurprized his Majeſty, and gotten 
leave by A of Parliament to Tranſport Gold 
and Silver at their pleaſure, to the damage of the 
Kings Majeſty,and his imperial Crown,and dig- 
nity. Grant me this juſt Requeſt, to mend the 
Errors with your Pen, and [ ſhall be incouraged 
to preſent ycu with that which will be advantagi- 
ous toall the Engliſh Merchants, which is,l do in- 
tend to make an exact pare, and calculation of all 
the Goldand Silver Coins in ( hriſtendom, their 
juſt weights and fineneſs, and what they will 
make, being full weight in his Majeſties Mintin 
the Tower of London, and all the Figures, and 
Coins, Arms, and Moroes ſeverally \ Fx. 2 : 
which will be a work of charge, and pains,andwill 
be aguideto allMerchants, to know all Forreign 
'Coins of Gold andSilver in Chriſtendom, as well as 


our currant Cain of the Kingdom of England, | 
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